
The Coast Star (1/10/2013): Councilman Bean sole 
no vote for advisory committee appointments 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — One council member voted against the appointments made for an advisory committee that would 
make recommendations on rebuilding the beachfront, citing political propaganda as the reason he voted against 
such recommendations, at the borough’s Jan. 3 reorganization meeting. 

Councilman Jim Bean was the sole no vote on the appointments.  

Each council member was asked to recommend people for the committee, and out of those recommendations a 
nine-member committee was formed with purpose of discussing ideas for redeveloping the beachfront, which 
was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. The committee reports to the mayor and council, and would only be in 
existence until October.  

Councilman Brian Magovern, former borough administrator and Belmar resident Bill Young, D’Jais Bar & 
Grill co-owner Bill Luddecke, planning board member Ed Windas and Belmar residents Mark Fitzgerald, 
Meredith Brennan, John Hutchinson, Judy Rokoszak and Suzanne Anan were all appointed to the committee. 

Councilman Bean said he voted no because he sees this committee “more as a political election campaign 
propaganda then an actual committee to do something” as “it seems the only qualifications that it takes is that 
you have to be a Democrat or you donated to either the mayor or to Councilwoman Nicolay in the last couple of 
years.” 

During the meeting, Councilman Bean said Mr. Young, a Democrat, “is probably running for council this year” 
and donated money to the mayor. He also said Mr. Luddecke is a “big” supporter of Mayor Doherty, and has 
put signs up to promote his campaign. 

According to Councilman Bean, Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Hutchinson both donated to Councilwoman Jennifer 
Nicolay’s campaign in 2012 and Ms. Brennan is a former Democratic councilwoman whose husband, Tom, 
who also donated to Councilwoman Nicolay’s campaign in 2012.  

Councilman Bean also said Ms. Rokoszak and Mr. Windas are registered Democrats, and that Mr. Windas’ 
wife, Patricia, donated to Councilwoman Nicolay’s campaign in 2012. He added that he did not know Ms. 
Anan. 

Ms. Anan, an award winning artist whose art is displayed in Florence, Italy, created the new Belmar logo last 
year.  

Prior to voting yes on the resolution to appoint the members of the advisory committee, Mayor Doherty allowed 
Councilman Magovern to say why he is qualified to be on the committee. 

The councilman said he will not be looking at the buildings from a Democratic or Republican perspective, but 
will be looking at “what is best for Belmar.” 

“You go to people that have been here, that have used the buildings and know what the buildings need” to help 
rebuild the beachfront, Councilman Magovern said.  



Councilman Magovern said he was the borough’s recreation director, as well as a lifelong resident of the 
borough and lifeguard for 25 years so he knows what these buildings need. 

For instance, he said, when he was a child there was a restaurant on Seventh Avenue, where people could order 
food on the beach.  

“That’s stupid to have a restaurant on the beach and you have to go up to the boardwalk to order it,” he said. 
“Just stay on the beach.” 

The councilman said ideas such as this are what he can contribute to the committee. 

“I’m not going to be here in 50 years from now, I know it, but I’d like to be able to say what that building needs 
for the next 50 years,” Councilman Magovern said.  

Mayor Doherty said “this board is well balanced and represents different areas of town,” such as people with 
disabilities, artistic interests, business interests and engineering interests.  

As for Councilman Bean’s reasons for voting against the committee’s members, Mayor Doherty said after the 
meeting he is unsure if certain members contributed to Councilwoman Nicolay or his campaigns. He also said it 
is “scary on its own” that Councilman Bean took the time to find out this information, “but then he made wildly 
inaccurate statements saying they were either a Democrat or contributed” to Councilwoman Nicolay or his 
campaigns.  

The mayor continued, saying he did not ask the committee members who they contributed to or what party they 
are affiliated with but rather asked them, “would you like to serve your community.” 

Mayor Doherty also said that Councilman Bean is “a hypocrite” for criticizing Councilman Magovern for being 
a member of the committee since he is up for reelection this year, when Councilman Bean recommended Tom 
Burke to be on the committee. 

Mr. Burke is a Belmar resident who ran against Councilwoman Nicolay for a seat on the council in November, 
but lost. Mr. Burke also said in a recent letter to the editor in The Coast Star that he hopes to be chosen as a 
candidate for the 2013 election season. 

Councilman Bean, however, said he is “fine” with the fact that Councilman Magovern is up for re-election this 
year and is also a member of the committee. 

Councilman Bean said after the meeting he is aware of Mr. Burke’s political ambitions, but he is not the one 
who picks who will run in the election.  

The committee as a whole, Councilman Bean said “isn’t about what is best for Belmar, but what is best for the 
Democratic Party.” 

The advisory committee is expected to meet on Jan. 17. 

	  


