
The Coast Star (1/10/2013): Ocean Ave. bridge still 
closed to vehicular, pedestrian traffic 

 

Monmouth County Department of Public Works & Engineering is waiting to receive plans and schedules from Belmar sometime this 
week regarding the boardwalk reconstruction project. Once the county receives this information, it will better know when the bridge 

can open to vehicular and pedestrian traffic. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Ocean Avenue and the bridge on it remain closed to all traffic, and will remain this way pending 
Monmouth County Department of Public Works and Engineering receiving information regarding the 
borough’s schedule for reconstructing the boardwalk.  

The Ocean Avenue bridge has been closed since Hurricane Sandy hit the area to do maintenance work related to 
the storm.  

The maintenance work has since been completed, said Laura Kirkpatrick, director of public information and 
tourism for Monmouth County.  

The bridge remains in the upright position.  

Now, the county is waiting to hear from Belmar about its plans and schedule for the boardwalk reconstruction 
project.  

Once that is provided, the county will “do whatever needs to be done to help them accomplish what needs to be 
done,” Ms. Kirkpatrick said.  

“You can’t open a bridge to nowhere,” she said. “If there is issues on Ocean Avenue, we can’t just open the 
bridge.”  

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said the borough has three priorities as it moves forward with 
reconstructing the boardwalk. These priorities are making sure people have access to businesses along the 
beach, preserving public safety, especially since Ocean Avenue will be a construction site, and there is a “vested 
interested” in making sure the boardwalk reconstruction site is efficient and moving along as quickly as 
possible, Ms. Connolly said. 

The borough is working with the county to ensure that when it is “responsible,” Ocean Avenue can be opened 
up, Ms. Connolly said. Currently, Ocean Avenue is closed to both vehicular and pedestrian traffic, she said.  

“Public safety is both the county and Belmar’s number one priority,” she said.  



Ms. Kirkpatrick said Monmouth County works with municipalities, and that is what it is doing here.  

Once Belmar provides the county with information about its plans and schedule for the boardwalk project by 
the end of the week, the county will know more about when the bridge will reopen. Until then, the bridge 
remains closed. 

	  


