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rebuilding begin 

Governor attends launch of Belmar’s boardwalk reconstruction 

 

Gov. Chris Christie traveled to Belmar yesterday to help kick off reconstruction on the borough’s boardwalk, which is expected to be 
completed by Memorial Day weekend. The boardwalk was demolished by Hurricane Sandy. Photo by KRISTIANE OLSON, STAR 

NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Gov. Chris Christie joined Mayor Matt Doherty, borough officials and residents yesterday on 
Ocean Avenue to watch the first piling driven into the ground, signaling the start of reconstruction of the 
borough’s boardwalk. 

Last month, Belmar awarded a $6.6 million contract to Epic Management Inc., Piscataway, to reconstruct the 
boardwalk, which was decimated by Hurricane Sandy. 

Yesterday marked the day Epic Construction began construction, and that day saw Gov. Christie, as well as 
congressmen Frank Pallone [D-6] and Chris Smith [R-4], join Mayor Doherty to kick-off the beginning of 
reconstruction. 

This is the first major infrastructure project to begin at the Jersey Shore in response to Hurricane Sandy, the 
mayor said. 

“About 73 days ago, we suffered a terrible tragedy when [Hurricane] Sandy came upon our shores and 
destroyed our boardwalk,” Mayor Doherty said to the crowd. “Well, today is the start of rebuilding our 
boardwalk in time for this summer.” 

Congressman Pallone agreed that yesterday marked the start of the rebuilding process at the Jersey Shore. 



“I really feel that today, being here in Belmar, which epitomizes the Jersey Shore in my opinion, that we’re 
really celebrating the rebuilding process by dedicating and starting this boardwalk,” he said. 

The congressman touched upon the Hurricane Sandy aid package that will offer aid to areas hit by Hurricane 
Sandy. Congress passed a $9.7 billion package last week to help fund the National Insurance Flood Program, 
and is expected to vote on the remaining $51 billion on Jan. 15 [see related story]. 

“I pledge to you, and I think I can speak for everybody, by saying we are going to work hard to make sure this 
funding package is passed in the house, passes the senate and gets done immediately,” Congressman Pallone 
said, noting the package and Sandy relief matters handled by federal agencies must be done on a bipartisan 
basis. 

Congressman Smith echoed the fact that rebuilding must be done in a bipartisan way. 

“We are fighting in a bipartisan way to make sure the money is there,” he said. “Hopefully next Tuesday, Jan. 
15, will be the day we finally get that legislation passed.” 

Congressman Smith said, although the response to Hurricane Sandy has had flaws, overall it has been 
“textbook” as there has been cooperation between all levels of government and local mayors and their office of 
emergency management teams have been “remarkable.” 

The congressman then talked about the boardwalk. 

“The Belmar boardwalk is a special place to many, including my family” since his grandparents owned “a 
place” in the borough, and he spent many summers “right here,” he said. 

Belmar is also the place where Congressman Smith proposed to his wife in 1976, he said. 

Building the “new and the better and the stronger and the longer” boardwalk “tells the world that Belmar is 
back,” Congressman Smith said. 

Gov. Christie then addressed the crowd. 

He spoke about when he first visited Belmar the day after Hurricane Sandy hit, saying it was an “overwhelming 
emotional moment for me.” 

Gov. Christie said when he visited Belmar over two months ago, he was greeted by residents who had their 
belongings and memories “washed away by the storm.” 

“I bring that back up because I think we have to remember how we felt those days after the storm to really 
appreciate where we are today,” Gov. Christie said.  

Belmar is ready to “turn the corner” to restoring the area, he said, and in doing so the town is “leading the way 
to recovery.” 

But areas hit by the hurricane will not be able to fully recover if they do not receive aid from Washington, D.C., 
he said. 

“No one’s talking Republican or Democrat on this stuff — we are New Jersey. We are New Jersyans and we are 
together on this,” he said. 



The governor said he is making sure Washington, D.C., understands “very clearly” that New Jersey “will not be 
shortchanged. We will not accept anything less than what we have done for states like Louisiana, Alabama and 
Mississippi and all those other places in America.” 

He continued, “New Jersey deserves no less and will accept no less.” 

It has already taken the federal government “seven times longer” to pass “significant federal aid” than it did 
when Hurricane Katrina hit seven years ago, Gov. Christie said. 

“Contrary to our image around the country, we have been patient,” he said. “But we are running out of 
patience.” 

Gov. Christie then concluded his speech by talking about rebuilding the boardwalk. 

“Today is one of the great first moments of the rebuilding of our state and most importantly in the rebuilding of 
the shore,” he said. 

When asked why the shore should be rebuilt, Gov. Christie said he tells people because “this is the heartbeat of 
our state. This is the place we come to work, play and rest.” 

“Our mission” for the upcoming year, he said, is to rebuild the shore and the state, and “get back to something 
close to what we had on Oct 28, 2012.” 

The new 1.3-mile boardwalk is engineered to 2012 standards that would have survived hurricanes and ocean 
surges of similar force to Hurricane Sandy. The boardwalk will be the same height as the former one and will be 
built with hurricane straps, which are meant to ensure wind and storm surges do not rip the boardwalk off its 
base. 

The borough has decided to use Trex for its decking, instead of the first choice, ipe. Ipe is tropical rainforest 
wood that, while more expensive, was a stronger option to build the boardwalk, said Mayor Doherty.  

However, an environmental group, Rainforest Relief, based in New York City, threatened to file an injunction 
against the borough for using such wood, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator. 

The borough attorney, Michael DuPont, advised the borough that such an action could delay the borough for 
weeks or months, Mayor Doherty said. 

“We can’t allow out of state interests to hold our residents and small businesses hostage, so we made the 
strategic decision to go with a composite material,” he said. The mayor also said it was not so much the 
environmental organization’s argument that persuaded the borough to come to this conclusion, but the fact 
Belmar did not want to get “hung up in the court system.” 

Trex is made from recycled plastics integrated with wood, and will save the borough about $760,000 as 
compared to the cost of the more expensive wood. 

“While it will still work, it’s not as good a product as ipe,” the mayor said. 

Ms. Connolly said, “If I had a month, we’d fight and we’d win. We just don’t have the month.”  



According to Ms. Connolly, there will be three reconstruction staging locations — at First Avenue, Seventh 
Avenue and 13th Avenue. All three locations will be worked on simultaneously and will be worked on heading 
south until the boardwalk connects, she said. 

“It’s faster,” Ms. Connolly said. “We will get it done that much faster by deploying resources in three locations 
and branching out.” 

The boardwalk is expected to be completed by Memorial Day weekend. 

	  


