
The Coast Star (1/10/2013): Councilwoman Jennifer 
Nicolay sworn in 

Will be serving her first, three year term on the dais 

 

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay was sworn into her position by borough clerk April Claudio [obscured, back, right] at the borough’s 
Jan. 3 reorganization meeting. The councilwoman had her husband, Bart, by her side and daughter, Julie, 7, held the Bible as she was 

sworn in. Photo by Haley Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — At the borough’s Jan. 3 reorganization meeting, Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay was sworn in, 
beginning her first, three-year term on the dais. 

The councilwoman began serving in 2011 when she was appointed to fill the spot of Matt Doherty, when he 
became mayor, and was elected in November to her first full term.  

In the absence of Mayor Doherty, who was running late, April Claudio, borough clerk, swore the councilwoman 
in, with her daughter, Julie, 7, and husband, Bart, by her side. When Mayor Doherty arrived, he swore the 
councilwoman in, again, so the councilwoman’s extended family could see her being sworn in.  

Once she was sworn in, Councilman Nicolay thanked all those who helped during her campaigning effort, then 
talked about what has happened in Belmar over the past year.  

“It was an extraordinary year for Belmar in many ways,” she said. The borough has had many “great 
accomplishments” such as no property tax increase for the second year, Belmar was deemed the number one 
beach in Monmouth County, the borough increased recreation programs for children, seniors and those with 
developmental disabilities, there has been “accelerated” revitalization of Main Street and a golf course and 
restaurant was brought to the marina, she said. 



“Pretty much at the end of the summer, Belmar was perfect,” the councilwoman said. “But as you know 
[Hurricane] Sandy hit our beautiful town.” 

While no lives were lost and there were “amazing efforts” by first responders, many residents were impacted, 
Councilman Nicolay said.  

“They say that difficult times often bring out the best in people, and we can all agree wholeheartedly that 
Hurricane Sandy brought out the best in our residents,” she said, noting over 12,000 people have volunteered in 
the borough since Hurricane Sandy hit. “They have made a lasting impression on Belmar and gave each of us 
renewed faith that our town will be stronger than ever.” 

The councilwoman concluded by saying she looks forward to her next three years on council, working on 
projects and initiatives that will help improve Belmar. 

	  


