
The Coast Star (01/10/2013): Lake Como rings in 
new year with reorganization meeting 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The governing body kicked off the new year by holding its reorganization meeting on 
Wednesday, Jan. 2, where borough employees were assigned to various posts within the borough for the 
upcoming year. 

The meeting began with a unanimous vote to keep Councilman Brian Wilton as council president, a position he 
also held last year. 

Mayor Mike Ryan then appointed council members to various committees, most of which were the same 
assignments they held last year. 

Councilman Doug Witte will remain the police and fire liaison, as well as a member of the finance committee. 
He was also appointed as the deputy office of emergency management coordinator, which is a new position for 
him as of this year. 

Councilman Jared Cohen will serve, again, as the liaison to the Lake Como Board of Education, as well as the 
environmental commission. 

Councilwoman Patricia Tzibrouk will remain the liaison to the Community Development Block Grant program, 
representative to the State Development and Redevelopment Plan, clean communities coordinator, recycling 
coordinator and liaison to the lake committee. 

Councilman Kevin Higgins will serve as the council liaison to the department of public works [DPW] and water 
and sewer committee. These are new positions for the councilman, who began serving in May to fill the 
unexpired two-year term of former Councilman Kevin Lynch, who resigned when he moved to Wall. 
Councilman Higgins served as the liaison to the finance committee last year. 

The newest member to the council, Councilwoman Virginia Kropac, was appointed to the finance committee, as 
well as the alternative for the Communities Block Grant program and lake committee. 

Councilwoman Kropac won the seat of former councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee, who chose not to seek 
reelection in November. Councilwoman Kropac was sworn into her position on Jan. 1. 

Mayor Ryan also appointed other borough employees to positions for 2013. 

The mayor asked Police Chief Fred Hope, who also acts as the office of emergency management coordinator, to 
be the borough’s public safety director, which gives Chief Hope the authority to coordinate different borough 
entities during events, activities and times of crisis. This is a new position for him. He was also appointed, 
again, as the 9-1-1 coordinator. 

Council President Wilton was also appointed as liaison for the Belmar Water Rescue Team, for which the 
councilman is a lieutenant. 

The mayor also appointed Donald R. Brahn Jr. to the position of recycling coordinator from now until Jan. 7, 
2014, for an annual stipend of $250. This is a position Mr. Brahn held last year. 



Mayor Ryan reappointed Louise Mekosh to the positions of assessment searcher and borough administrator for 
the upcoming year. She was also appointed to the finance committee and alternative liaison to the Community 
Development Block Grant program. 

The governing body approved a contract with King, Kitrick & Jackson, LLC, of Brick, to provide labor attorney 
services for a price not to exceed $17,500. 

The borough also approved William B. Gallagher Jr.’s continued service as municipal attorney for a price that 
will exceed $17,500. 

Mayor Ryan appointed Joseph Cavaluzzi, Karl Vilacoba, Councilman Witte, Joseph Oleszkiewicz and Thomas 
Meehan to the planning/zoning board in town. Mr. Cavaluzzi and Mr. Vilacoba were appointed for four-year 
terms, while Councilman Witte and Mr. Oleszkiewicz were appointed for one-year terms. Mr. Meehan was 
appointed as an alternate for a two-year term. 

The mayor also appointed Viveca Graham as the planning/zoning board secretary.  

The mayor reappointed his wife, Marlene P. Ryan, to the position of Lake Como’s representative to the 
Monmouth County Office on Aging for one year. 

He also reappointed Ms. Mekosh and borough clerk Amy Boney to the positions of fund commissioner and 
safety coordinator for the borough. 

The governing body approved Wilentz, Goldman and Spitzer, PA, of Woodbridge, as bond counsel for the 
upcoming year for a price that may exceed $17,500. 

Mayor Ryan once again 

appointed Mark Fessler to the position of zoning officer. 

The borough appointed Birdsall Engineering as its engineering firm once again for a price not to exceed 
$17,500. 

Mayor Ryan appointed Ken Shinn, William Clanton and Council President Wilton to the tourism commission. 
Mr. Shinn and Mr. Clanton were each appointed for two-year terms, while Council President Wilton was 
appointed for a three-year term. 

Mayor Ryan, Ms. McFadden-Lee and Chief Hope were appointed as chairpersons for the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee once again. 

The borough appointed the mayor, Ms. Mekosh, Chief Hope, first deputy of emergency management and fire 
chief Ronald Whille, Councilman Witte, first aid captain Robert Holmes, construction code official John Rowe, 
DPW superintendent Brendan Maas, municipal judge Dennis Lavender and Mr. Gallagher to the Local 
Emergency Planning Committee.  

Annette Cline was once again appointed to the position of coordinator for the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 for one year. 

Mayor Ryan appointed as Class II Special Officers Alfred Hazel, Charles Willever, Kevin Jones Sr., Thomas 
White, Mark Gatham, Stephen Roe, Fred Allen, William Fancher, Kevin King, Matthew Reynolds, Mark 
Fitzpatrick, Bryan Bonanno and Charles Theodora. 



Jane Gillespie and Christine Palladino were appointed as police matrons, which are women in police 
departments who is in charge of monitoring women detained in the police station.  

Mayor Ryan reappointed Esther Kiss to the position of tax search officer. 

Stephen G. Schueler, Esq., was reappointed as municipal prosecutor and reappointed Thomas H. Martin, Esq., 
to the position of public defender.  

Mayor Ryan appointed Harry Haushalter, Esq., as special tax counsel. 

The mayor also appointed Councilman Cohen, Joseph Huber, Paul Lee and Jon Gibbons to the environmental 
commission. All were appointed for three-year terms except Mr. Gibbons, who was appointed for a two-year 
term.  

Former Councilman Kevin Lynch will remain liaison to South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority. 

All council members voted unanimously in favor of the appointments Mayor Ryan made. 

	  


