
The Coast Star (1/10/2013): St. Rose sends sympathy 
cards to church in Newtown, Conn. 

Connecticut church had sent money, card to St. Rose Parish, here 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Soon after the shooting in Newtown, Conn., took place last month, killing 26 individuals, St. 
Rose Church and grammar school, here, took time to write and send notes of sympathy to one church there. 

The Rev. Ed Arnister, of St. Rose Church in Belmar, said this was done because St. Rose of Lima Roman 
Catholic Church, in Newtown, Conn., extended its kindness to the Belmar church when Hurricane Sandy hit in 
late October. 

Soon after the storm devastated the area, St. Rose Parish in Belmar received a nice letter and a $5,000 check 
from the church in Connecticut, the Rev. Arnister said. Some of the money helped families from St. Rose 
Grammar School that were affected by the hurricane, while the rest of the money will help St. Rose Parish 
rebuild, he said. 

The Rev. Arnister wrote a letter back, thanking the church for its generosity. 

“Little did we know that a few weeks later they’d have a tragedy” of their own, he said. 

On Friday, Dec. 14, Adam Lanza, 20, went to Sandy Hook Elementary School, in Newtown, Conn., where he 
shot 26 individuals — 20 of whom were children ages 6 and 7. Before the rampage, he shot and killed his 
mother in their home. 

The Sunday after the shooting, parishioners of St. Rose Church in Belmar signed about 30 sympathy cards, 
which were sent off to St. Rose of Lima Roman Catholic Church, where some of those who died attended. 

“They came to us out of the kindness of their hearts at our time of need and loss in our tragic situation,” the 
Rev. Arnister said. “We felt this was some small measure to come to their consolation and support at their time 
of sorrow and loss.” 

Students from St. Rose Grammar School also sent sympathy cards, as well as snowflakes, to the community in 
Newtown, Conn.  

More than 200 cards, written from students in each of the school’s classes, were sent right before Christmas to 
St. Rose of Lima Roman Catholic Church.  

“We experienced both,” Principal Bill Roberts said about devastation and a helping hand.  

The principal said the school was “very appreciative” of all the help it received in the wake of Hurricane Sandy. 

“We know from that, that it is good to be remembered,” he said. 

So to give back to a community that once gave to them, the grammar school sent those cards to the church so 
they could be handed out to parish children who attended Sandy Hook Elementary School, where the shooting 
took place. 



The school also sent snowflakes to Sandy Hook Elementary School’s Parent Teacher Association, which had 
sent out an email asking schools to send these snowflakes, Mr. Roberts said. 

The snowflakes would decorate the hallways of Chalk Hill School, in Monroe, Conn., the school that Sandy 
Hook Elementary is now using, as well as other community locations. 

These gestures, Mr. Roberts said, “were our way of letting them know we are thinking of them.” 

	  


