
The Coast Star (1/10/2013): Borough ushers in new 
year with reorganization meeting 

Councilwoman Nicolay sworn in with family by her side 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The borough ushered in the new year by swearing in Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay at its re-
organization meeting on Thursday, Jan. 3. 

The reorganization meeting began with borough clerk April Claudio swearing in Councilwoman Nicolay, who 
had her daughter, Julie, 7, and husband, Bart, by her side. The councilwoman began serving in 2011 to fill the 
spot of Matt Doherty, when he became mayor, and was reelected in November to her first three-year term [see 
related story]. 

After the councilwoman’s swearing in ceremony, the council proceeded with the meeting by approving various 
appointments within the borough. 

All council members on the dais were reappointed to the various committees they sit on. These appointments 
were approved unanimously. 

Councilman Brian Magovern was reappointed to the finance, grants, leasing and personnel committee, as well 
as the beach and environment committee, water and sewer committee and parks, roads and buildings committee.  

Councilwoman Nicolay was reappointed to the finance, grants, leasing and personnel committee, parks, roads 
and buildings committee and community services committee. 

Councilwoman Claire Deicke was reappointed to the beach and environment committee, public safety 
committee and community services committee. She will also serve as the council president, a position she held 
last year. 

Councilman Jim Bean was reappointed to the public safety committee and water and sewer committee. 

Next, the governing body voted on other appointments for the new year. 

The council unanimously reappointed all members of the local emergency planning committee. Those members 
are Mayor Doherty, Fran Hines, of the first aid department, Chief Tom Palmisano, Sgt. Tina Scott, Capt. 
Andrew Huisman, all of the police department, Robbin Kirk, borough chief financial officer, Kelly Williams, 
director of social services in the borough, Fire Department Chief Peter Sykes, all council members, Ms. 
Claudio, Michael DuPont, borough attorney, Paul Calabrese, borough engineer, Colleen Connolly, borough 
administrator, Michael Campbell, department of public works director, and Neil Hamilton, of code 
enforcement. 

The council voted 4-1 on a resolution appointing the borough attorney, Mr. DuPont, borough engineer Mr. 
Calabrese, borough bond/redevelopment counsel Edward McManimon III, and public defender Eric Brophy. 
Councilman Bean was the sole no vote. 

Councilman Bean said he has an open investigation with the local finance board against Mr. DuPont and the 
mayor, and until that is resolved, he would not vote in favor of appointing Mr. DuPont.  



In September, the councilman wrote a letter to the state Department of Community Affairs’s [DCA] local 
finance board, alleging a violation of ethics by Mayor Doherty and Mr. DuPont stemming from the passage of 
the accessory dwelling unit ordinance, which Councilman Bean voted on against borough Mr. DuPont’s advice. 
The local finance board is an independent board within the DCA that deals with ethics related complaints the 
DCA receives from local governments. 

The councilman has not yet heard a response from the local finance board on the matter. 

Councilman Bean was also the sole no vote on a resolution appointing Ms. Connolly as borough administrator. 
She will be paid $97,500. 

“I have no problem personally with you,” the councilman said, noting Ms. Connolly has been doing a “great 
job” as borough administrator. 

But, the councilman said, he wishes this position had gone out to bid. 

“I’m sure you would have won it,” Councilman Bean said to Ms. Connolly. 

And since it did not go out to bid, Councilman Bean voted no. 

Mayor Doherty’s recommendation to reappoint Ms. Claudio to the borough clerk position for two years passed 
unanimously.  

The governing body unanimously approved Amy Spera as water/sewer rent collector, Sharon Day as deputy 
municipal clerk, Patricia Zwirz as registrar vital statistics, Ms. Claudio as deputy registrar vital statistics, Ms. 
Spera and Ms. Day as registrar vital statistics alternates and Theodore Bianchi as zoning official.  

Ms. Zwirz was also appointed to the public agency compliance officer.  

The council unanimously approved Council President Deicke as American with Disabilities [ADA] Committee 
coordinator. It also unanimously approved Mary Manley, Mary Louise Anderson, Carol Barnwell, Andy 
Meuerle, Mary-Jo Allen, Michael O’Connell and Rose DeGuayna as members of the ADA Committee. 

Gladys Meccia and Dorsey Latza were unanimously approved as members of the shade tree commission. Ms. 
Meccia was appointed for one year, while Ms. Latza was appointed for two years. 

The reappointment of Stephen G. Schueler as municipal prosecutor was approved, 4-0, with Councilman Bean 
abstaining. 

Councilman Bean said after the meeting he abstained because he has worked on Mr. Schueler’s computer 
systems and did not want to vote since he does business with him. 

Jonathan Lisko, Janis Keown-Blackburn, Phil Greig and Chuck Ross were all unanimously approved as 
members of the board of adjustment. Mr. Lisko and Ms. Keown-Blackburn were appointed to terms that expire 
on Dec. 31, 2016, while Mr. Greig and Mr. Ross were appointed as alternates, with terms expiring on Dec. 31, 
2014. 

The council also unanimously voted on a resolution appointing Ed Lippincott, Chris Hoffman, Carol Davies and 
Ginny Seidel as members of the environmental commission. Mr. Lippincott was appointed for one year, Mr. 
Hoffman and Ms. Seidel were appointed for two years, and Ms. Davies was appointed for three years. 



Council members Deicke and Magovern, as well as Roy Childers, Robert Lynch and Michael Rothenberg, were 
appointed as members of the harbor commission. 

The governing body unanimously approved Councilwoman Nicolay, Don Tarrant, Frank Sementa, Chris 
Brandl, Joel Waldman and Stephen Lacko as members of the borough’s tourism commission.  

Mayor Doherty, David Hallman, Belmar Elementary School superintendent, David Valiaveedan and Bill 
Young, former borough administrator, were all unanimously approved as trustees to the Belmar Public Library. 
All were appointed for one year, except Mr. Young, who was appointed until Dec. 31, 2016. 

The borough unanimously approved Karl Kemm, Esq., to the position of special council. 

The governing body also unanimously approved a resolution appointing the directors to various departments. 
Ms. Kirk was appointed to the finance department, Chief Palmisano was appointed to the public safety 
department, Mr. Hamilton was appointed to the code enforcement department, Mayor Doherty was appointed to 
the parks and recreation department and Mr. Campbell was appointed to the public works department. 

Ms. Connolly was appointed as the representative to the Community Development Program and Ms. Claudio 
was appointed as her alternative. 

Mayor Doherty and Ms. Zwirz were appointed to the local assistance board. 

The governing body unanimously approved Ms. Connolly as the fund commissioner to the Central Jersey Joint 
Insurance Fund and Mr. Campbell as the safety delegate and Ms. Connolly’s alternative. 

Dennis Lavender was reappointed as the municipal court judge at a rate of $15,000 per year from now until 
Dec. 31, 2015. 

The last appointment of the evening was for the newly formed advisory committee whose purpose is to discuss 
ideas for redeveloping the beachfront, which was devastated by Hurricane Sandy. The committee consists of 
nine members who report to the mayor and council, and would only be in existence until October.  

Councilman Magovern, Mr. Young, Bill Ludekke, Mark Fitzgerald, Meredith Brennan, John Hutchinson, Judy 
Rokoszak, Suzanne Anan and Ed Windas were all appointed to the committee. 

The appointments were approved 4-1, with Councilman Bean as the sole no vote [see related story].  

The next borough council meeting is slated for Jan. 16. 

	  


