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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Arts Council [BAC] will be holding the opening reception for its first exhibit since 
Hurricane Sandy on Jan. 19.  

When the hurricane hit the area, the BAC was transformed into a donation center, with many items and 
volunteers going in and out of the location. The week of Christmas, the building was cleared of donations to 
allow BAC members to return and assess the damage.  

Since then, the BAC, with the help of volunteers, have been working to get the place cleaned up and ready for 
its first exhibit, the “Black and White” Art Show. 

Joe Villa, chairperson for the event and a BAC trustee, said he hopes the event generates enough BAC members 
to “kick off the new year and bring back everyone into some normalcy.” 

This exhibit was limited to BAC members’ artwork. 

There will be 66 pieces of art, from about 35 different artists, displayed in the art show, Mr. Villa said. 

“We’re really happy with [the turnout],” he said. “This is the first show in a long time and I didn’t expect this 
much.” 

When asked about the exhibit, Mr. Villa said “everyone depends on color but when you see things in black and 
white there is a whole different mood that is created.” 

He said while photographers are “comfortable” with black and white, it will be interesting to see how other 
artists, such as painters and sculptors, “handle” the black and white.  

The art show’s opening reception is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Jan. 19 at the BAC building, located at 608 River 
Road. The event is a salon, meaning artists will get a chance to discuss their work.  

The opening reception date could change depending on whether the remediation work has been completed, 
although Mr. Villa said the BAC is still on schedule for the Jan. 19 reception. To keep updated on the art show’s 
opening, visit the BAC website, belmararts.org/BelmarArtsCouncil2011/Welcome.html. 

The BAC requests that those in attendance dress in black and white. 

“It kind of blends in,” Mr. Villa said. “There won’t be color in the whole place. It should be very interesting.”  


