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Supports research and care for pediatric cardiac patients 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The 11th annual Big Hearts to Little Hearts Gala to benefit the organization will be held in 
Belmar on March 9. 

Big Hearts to Little Hearts is an organization committed to supporting research and care for pediatric cardiac 
patients. 

Each year they hold their gala to raise money for the organization, which then turns around and donates to 
centers that support their cause. One such center is the Cardiac Center at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
[CHOP]. 

Lynne Accisano, president of the organization and a Brielle resident, said one in 100 babies are born with a 
congenital heart defect [CHD], which is a problem with the heart’s structure.  

In addition, twice as many children die from CHD each year than all forms of childhood cancer combined, Ms. 
Accisano said, yet funding for childhood cancer is five times higher than that for CHD. 

 “We are trying to do as much as we can since it’s such an underfunded cause,” she said. 

Ms. Accisano’s son, Joseph, now 7, was born with hypoplastic right heart syndrome, a form of CHD, she said. 

Joseph has undergone two heart surgeries at CHOP, which have helped him “thrive,” she said. 

“[Joseph is] one of the kids they will have to figure out how to treat as he gets older,” she said, noting children 
with CHD used to not live very long, but now they are living into adolescence and adulthood. 

But science has not caught up, she said. 

By funding research, experts will be able to help those living with CHD to not only live, but “continue to live 
with quality of life,” Ms. Accisano said.  

The annual gala will help fund such research. 

Last year, the gala raised about $20,000, with about 180 people in attendance, Ms. Accisano said. 

This year, the organization is hoping to raise more money and have about 200 people in attendance, she said. 

During the evening, Big Hearts to Little Hearts will be honoring the Union Landing bar and restaurant and the 
Schmidt family, of Brielle, for their continued support of the cause. The Schmidt family owns Union Landing, 
in Brielle. 

According to Ms. Accisano, the Schmidt family has held fundraisers at Union Landing and have donated items 
to the organization’s gift auction. 



“They’ve just been so supportive in any way, personally and through the business,” she said.  

Kathy Schmidt, treasurer of the organization and one of the honorees, said while she was not affected 
personally by CHD, she is close to the Accisanos. 

“It’s a wonderful organization,” she said. “For such a small group of people, they have raised an amazing 
amount of money that has gone to research and equipment for children’s hospitals.” 

Since 2003, the organization has raised more than $700,000. 

As for being an honoree, Mrs. Schmidt said, “It’s a lovely honor. 

“I do it because I want to do it,” she said. 

The annual gala will be held from 6-10 p.m. on March 9 at the Waterview Pavilion, 800 River Road, here, with 
a gift auction, cocktails, dancing, dinner, and 50/50 raffle. Entertainment will be provided by Enjoy.  

Tickets to the event will cost $75 per person. Those in attendance must wear cocktail attire. 

For more information or to RSVP call 732-773-4463. RSVP by Feb. 25.  

	  


