
The Coast Star (01/17/2013): PK’s Shamrock Pub to 
host benefit for Belmar First Aid Squad 
Damage to building, possessions to cost at least $100,000 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — PK’s Shamrock Pub, here, will be hosting a bingo benefit to raise money for the Belmar First 
Aid Squad, whose building and possessions were damaged during Hurricane Sandy. 

The first aid building, located on Ninth Avenue and D Street, sustained a lot of damage both inside and outside 
as the water rose about 5 feet. 

“We lost pretty much everything that was left in the building below the 5 foot mark,” said Jack Leonard, 
lieutenant in the first aid squad. 

Damage to the building and some of the equipment is estimated to be at least $100,000, Mr. Leonard said. This 
estimate, he said, is subject to change as the first aid squad is still assessing everything that needs to be 
replaced. 

Mr. Leonard said among items that have been damaged or lost are a 1938 Ford ambulance, which he said will 
be hard to replace, radios, pagers, three ambulances and a first responder car. The first responder car was “lost,” 
he said, and two of the three ambulances have been repaired. All three of the ambulances had their electrical 
systems damaged due to salt water, he said. 

 “The life of the car has been compromised in the long run,” Mr. Leonard said referring to the life of the 
ambulances, which now need to be replaced sooner than the “normal anticipated life of the vehicle.”  

Since Hurricane Sandy hit, the Belmar First Aid Squad has been looking toward the community to help them 
rebuild. 

Donations have come in from local residents, businesses, such as Freedman’s Bakery and Hanapole Dental 
Care, both in Belmar, Optimum Health Chiropractic, in Wall Township, and D’Annunzio & Sons, Inc., in 
Clark, Mr. Leonard said. First responder entities from Newtown, Conn., and Pass Christian, Miss, have also 
donated to the cause, he said. 

And on Saturday, Jan. 26, PK’s Shamrock Pub will join the ranks of those who have donated as they are 
holding a bingo benefit for the first aid squad. 

One-hundred percent of the bingo proceeds from the benefit will help rebuild what the squad lost in the storm. 

“We’re really excited about [the bingo benefit],” Mr. Leonard said. “We really appreciate the fact some of the 
community has come to our aid out of the blue.” 

The bingo benefit will be held at PK’s Shamrock Pub, at 415 18th Ave., from 1:30-5 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 26.  

	  


