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Ocean Avenue has remained closed since Hurricane Sandy— first to cleanup the beachfront and now for boardwalk construction. The 
borough met with Ocean Avenue businesses last week to talk about boardwalk construction and how it could affect their businesses, 

as well as the upcoming summer season. Photo by KRISTIANE OLSON, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The borough met with Ocean Avenue businesses on Jan. 10 to discuss the ongoing reconstruction 
of the boardwalk and how it could affect their businesses, as well as the upcoming summer season.  

Mayor Matt Doherty began the meeting by acknowledging that he understands people are “frustrated” that 
Ocean Avenue remains closed. 

“You have to understand, Ocean Avenue is a construction site,” he said. There was 1.2 miles of boardwalk 
destroyed that has since been cleaned up, and now Epic Management, Inc. is rebuilding a longer, 1.3-mile 
boardwalk. 

Epic Management, of Piscataway, was awarded the contract for $6.6 million in December, beating out 22 other 
bids. 

“It is a lot easier to destroy a boardwalk than it is to build one,” the mayor said. 

The borough has set a completion date of April 30 for the construction company. 

To “ensure” it will be completed by this date, the borough added a $100,000 bonus into the contract, Mayor 
Doherty said. 

If Epic Management does not “substantially complete” the boardwalk by April 30, they do not receive the bonus 
and will be fined $7,500 per day until it is substantially complete, he said.  

There will be three staging locations — at First Avenue, Seventh Avenue and 13th Avenue — to construct the 
boardwalk. All three locations will be worked on simultaneously and will be worked on going south until the 
boardwalk connects. 

“If all works to plan, they are going to be done way before April 30,” Mayor Doherty said. “But who knows.” 



But between now and April 30, the borough asks businesses to be “patient” and they “have to figure Ocean 
Avenue will be closed,” the mayor said. For those businesses on Ocean Avenue that are open, he said, the 
borough will do what it can to let people know they are open.  

As for the upcoming summer season, Mayor Doherty said the borough anticipates having “a record year” as 
beach badge sales are up about 40 percent. 

Belmar has an “amazing story,” he said. “We have a story of a town that got decimated and came back.” 

Businesses on the west side of Ocean Avenue are going through the Small Business Administration to get 
money so they can rebuild and operate again, the mayor said. 

“We will do anything we can on our end to advocate for you with SBA,” Mayor Doherty said.  

If businesses are having trouble with their insurance companies, let the borough know so they can “do their  

best to help,” Mayor Doherty said.  

For businesses on the east side of Ocean Avenue, the mayor said, the borough will determine by the end of the 
month the type of temporary trailers that will be placed on the beachfront for the upcoming summer.  

All four pavilions along the beachfront were damaged in the storm and have since been demolished. They will 
all be rebuilt in the same location by summer 2014. 

Gas, plumbing and electric will all be installed by this summer during the boardwalk construction to allow 
beachfront businesses who will be back this summer to operate in the trailers, the mayor said.  

During the public comment portion of the meeting, Mayor Doherty told those in attendance one beachfront 
business terminated their lease. This means that those properties will be going out to bid, he said. 

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said after the meeting that the Burrito Hut, which was located in the 
10th Avenue pavilion, asked to terminate its lease. She said she is unsure when the bid will go out for that 
business location. 

When asked about rent for businesses along the beachfront, Ms. Connolly said after the meeting that the 
borough is looking at charging businesses a pro-rated rent for the months in operation, from Memorial Day 
weekend through October.  

Once the pavilions are built for summer 2014, the rent would go back to a year long fee, Ms. Connolly said.  

When asked about possibly opening up one lane along Ocean Avenue, which the borough was contemplating 
doing, Mayor Doherty said this is not feasible because the borough would have to place barriers and 
construction fencing down Ocean Avenue, and the borough does not have the money to fund such an effort. The 
mayor added that Belmar asked the county if they had the money to fund it, but they said they did not. 

Ms. Connolly said as portions of the boardwalk are completed, the borough intends to open up those 
corresponding sections of the road to pedestrian and vehicular traffic.  

This decision, she said, will be made with public safety concerns in mind.  



When asked about the borough’s plans to market Belmar for the upcoming summer season, Mary Brabazon, 
Belmar’s Director of Tourism, said the borough is “on the map more now than we ever were before.”  

Leading up to the summer there will be advertising opportunities for businesses, both at cost and for free, Ms. 
Brabazon said.  

Mayor Doherty said while the pricing for such advertising has not been set yet, the borough is looking to let 
borough businesses advertise for free or pay for the advertising. Out of town businesses will also be able to 
advertise, but for a higher price, the mayor said, noting the businesses who pay will have their advertisements 
rotate more frequently than those businesses whose advertisements are free.  

When asked about parking, Mayor Doherty said the borough will continue to have paid parking and the parking 
layout will remain the same for this upcoming summer season. He added the borough is looking at putting 
parking in the middle of the road, with traffic on the outskirts, which would increase the number of parking 
space. If this happened, the mayor said, it would happen for summer 2014.  

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais Bar and Grill, said this might not be a good idea. 

“If you move those cars closer to the businesses where people are sitting, it makes sitting there less attractive,” 
he said.  

Toward the end of the meeting, Anna Lamb, Eastern Lines Surf Shop manager, asked about having passes for 
businesses, so they do not get stopped by police each time they try to access their business.  

Capt. Andrew Huisman, of the borough’s police department, said the borough is working on getting color-coded 
passes for businesses, residents, contractors and the visitors. 

Ms. Connolly said after the meeting the police department has yellow passes for construction crews, white for 
visitors, such as the press, and “other colors” for businesses and residents. These passes will be available in the 
next few days, she said. When they are available, residents and businesses wishing to have such a permit need 
to present proof of residency or business ownership. 

Work for the boardwalk will generally be performed between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m., however there will be times 
when it will be necessary to work outside of those hours.  

The boardwalk is expected to be completed by April 30, and a ribbon cutting for it is slated for Memorial Day 
weekend.  

	  


