
The Coast Star (01/17/2013): Boro children painting 
shells, selling them to help rebuild boardwalk 

 

Belmar and Lake Como children, ranging from 5-8 years old, have started decorating sea shells to raise money for rebuilding the 
boardwalk. “The Shell Kids,” as they call themselves, are selling the shells for $1 each, with 100 percent of the proceeds going to the 

Buy a Board campaign, which allows residents and visitors to donate money toward the actual boards that will make up the 
boardwalk. The girls are looking to raise $5,000 so they can be a “Big Kahuna,” which is the biggest board level in the campaign. 
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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A group of Belmar and Lake Como children, ranging from 5- to 8-years-old, have started 
decorating clam shells to help rebuild the borough’s boardwalk. 

“The Shell Kids,” which is the slogan these girls have came up with, are decorating shells they are selling for 
$1. One-hundred percent of the proceeds will go towards the Buy a Board campaign. 

The Buy a Board campaign allows residents and visitors alike to donate money toward the actual boards that 
make up the boardwalk, which is currently being reconstructed. 

help our beach and our community every since Hurricane Sandy,” said Emma Rokoszak, 8, one of the “Shell 
Kids.” And decorating shells to sell was a “good” way to do it, she said. 

Hannah Doherty, 8, who came up with the idea, said the group’s goal is $5,000, which is a “Big Kahuna” on the 
Buy a Board campaign’s board levels. Hannah, the daughter of Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty, said if the girls 
reach their goal, they will put their slogan, “The Shell Kids” on the board.  

As of Tuesday afternoon, the girls raised over $100 towards the cause and sold about 73 shells, Hannah said. 
There are an additional 100 orders coming, adding $400 to their cause, she said. 

“I really love the boardwalk and I’ve been growing up here for a long time and I really want it to be back to 
normal,” Hannah said, noting she does not want the boardwalk to be “smashed.”  

The group will be outside Dunkin’ Donuts, on Main Street, for the next few weeks on Monday and Tuesday 
mornings from 7:30 a.m. to 8 a.m. selling the shells. Those interested can also place orders to be mailed or 
delivered by emailing Mayor Doherty at mayor@belmar.com.  

	  


