
The Coast Star (01/17/2013): Water issue 
around Fernwood Road ongoing, town 

cannot find source 
Residents experiencing water changes should call 732-681-3393 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — For the past month or so borough employees have been investigating, without 
any luck, the reason behind why some residents have been seeing yellow or brown water in their 
homes.  

Lake Como has seen five water issues — on 16th Avenue, 18th Avenue, New Bedford Road, 
Fernwood Road and on Melrose Avenue — since Hurricane Sandy ravaged the Shore late last 
year, said Mayor Mike Ryan, noting he is unsure whether these water issues were storm related 
due to the flooding. 

And while four of them were water main breaks and have since been repaired, the water issue 
around Fernwood Road still has not been repaired, said Brendan Maas, Department of Public 
Works superintendent.  

While water still flows, a water pipe near or on Fernwood Road and 18th Avenue is cracked 
somewhere, although the borough still cannot find the source of that leak, Mr. Maas said, noting 
the cause is believed to be old age. 

Since there is no water on the street anywhere, finding the crack is harder to do, Mr. Maas said, 
which is one of the reasons the borough and Birdsall Services Group has not been able to find the 
crack. Birdsall Services Group is the borough’s engineering firm. 

About one and one-half weeks ago, the borough issued a boil water advisory for the southeast 
portion of town — the area affected by the water issue — but that advisory no longer is in place, 
he said. Mr. Maas added that although the water may be discolored, it is safe to drink.  

Once the crack is found, the borough intends to dig up that area and repair the crack, Mr. Maas 
said. He is unsure how much it will cost to repair it. 

“Whatever it takes to fix [the pipe]” will be done, he said.  

Residents who are experiencing a change in water — whether it is becoming discolored or it is 
clearing up — call Mr. Maas at 732-681-3393 and leave a message. 

	  


