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Governing body closes the year with special
meeting on New Year’s Eve
To finalize borough’s finances, pave way for calendar year budget
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The governing body met early New Year’s Eve to close out the borough’s finances and pave the
way to begin using a calendar year budget.

In 2013, the borough made the decision to switch from a fiscal year budget, which runs from July 1 to June 30,
to a calendar year budget, as most municipalities use.

To do that, the borough has been operating under a transitional year budget from July to December.

On Dec. 31, the governing body met to close out the year.

There, the governing body unanimously approved a resolution authorizing an emergency appropriation for
police salary and wages that totaled $10,000.

Councilmen Kevin Higgins and Doug Witte were absent from the meeting.

This emergency appropriation was to pay for the regular and special officers that
were needed to replace Sgt. Ronald Whille, who has been suspended with pay since
April 2013.

Sgt. Whille, who makes $106,881 annually in his position with the police department,
has been suspended due to his alleged role in a domestic violence incident involving
his parents.

The charges, which were two counts of being a disorderly person, were dismissed in
September 2013 after his parents refused to testify against their son.

According to Police Chief Fred Hope, Sgt. Whille has not returned to work yet because the county prosecutor
has to clear him to come back to work.

The sergeant and borough police department have completed everything they needed to do, and they are just
waiting for the prosecutor to clear him to return to duty, Chief Hope said.

The chief said he believes Sgt. Whille should be cleared within the next few weeks.

To help pay for the $10,000 emergency appropriation, the governing body also unanimously passed a resolution
transferring $5,030 from certain accounts to the police salary and wages account. The remaining nearly $5,000
came from the police salary and wages account.

During the meeting, the governing body also unanimously passed a resolution authorizing to make a payment
for the Chevrolet purchased for Chief Hope.

According to Louise Mekosh, borough administrator, this purchase was made because the chief needed a new
car. It was not Hurricane Sandy related.

Chief Hope already uses the car.
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Prior to adjourning, Mayor Mike Ryan said this is a “historic point” in time for Lake Como since the borough is
now joining the majority of New Jersey municipalities using the calendar year for budgets. This switch is being
done after several decades using the fiscal year budget cycle.

The next meeting is slated for Jan. 7.
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