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Mayor Doherty reflects on 2013, looks
ahead to 2014
Pavilions, helping displaced families return home important tasks in 2014
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The year 2013 has been a trying one for the Borough of Belmar, filled with milestones and
accomplishments — as well as setbacks — as it continued to recover from Hurricane Sandy.

Mayor Matt Doherty took time to reflect on some of the most important accomplishments of 2013, and to look
ahead to what 2014 has in store for the borough.

REFLECTING ON THE PAST YEAR

On Jan. 1, 2013, the borough was working to pick up the pieces left behind from Hurricane Sandy, the mayor
said.

“We had dozens and dozens of families that were still displaced, we had businesses on
Ocean Avenue that were destroyed, no boardwalk. We were still taking care of
removing debris, sifting sand,” he said.

“To think how far we have come in only a year, I think is something all the residents
can take great pride in,” Mayor Doherty said.

While there have been many accomplishments this past year as the town continues to
recover, Mayor Matt Doherty said the three most important accomplishments in 2013
were the rebuilding of the boardwalk, implementing and distributing the borough’s
grant program and maintaining a 0 percent tax increase, all of which have ties to the

Post-Hurricane Sandy recovery effort.

Soon after the hurricane hit in October 2012, the borough awarded a contract to rebuild the boardwalk, which
was decimated by Sandy.

Construction began in early January 2013 and was completed in time for Memorial Day weekend.

In the wake of the storm, the borough also implemented a grant program, which provided financial assistance
for families displaced from the storm.

The sole qualification to receive funds from the program was that the home owner was still displaced after
Jan. 1, 2013.

The program originally raised $300,000 to distribute — $150,000 from the Robin Hood Foundation and the same
amount through the borough’s Hurricane Sandy fund.

Amidst the various projects, the borough was able to maintain a 0 percent tax increase for the third year in a
row, which Mayor Doherty said was “particularly challenging after the expenses from Hurricane Sandy.”

LOOKING FORWARD

The year 2014 will continue where 2013 left off— rebuilding from Sandy.

Looking ahead to 2014, Mayor Doherty said three important tasks of the year will be rebuilding the pavilions,
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working to get displaced families back in their home and working to ensure a 0 percent tax increase for the
fourth year in a row.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, the four pavilions on Ocean Avenue were damaged, and subsequently knocked
down.

Since then, the borough has been working to rebuild two of the four pavilions— Fifth [Taylor Pavilion] and 10th
avenues.

The two pavilions are projected to cost $7 million, and will be paid for by the Beach Utility and Current Fund.

About $4.1 million of the $7 million is expected to be reimbursed by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency [FEMA], Mayor Doherty said. The borough is also pursuing a Community Development Block Grant to
fund the remaining portion of the project.

In addition to the pavilion project, Mayor Doherty said the borough will also work to ensure the 20 or so
families still displaced from Hurricane Sandy get back into their homes.

As for the 0 percent tax increase, Mayor Doherty said it is too early to tell if it will happen again, but he said, it
is likely.
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