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Borough fire chiefs sworn into positions
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough’s fire chiefs were expected to be sworn in yesterday morning.

Each year, the fire department holds an election for the department’s fire chief, first assistant fire chief and
second assistant fire chief. The election was held in November.

The fire chiefs will oversee the three fire companies in Belmar: Volunteer Hook & Ladder, Union Fire Co. and
Goodwill Hose Fire Co.

This year, Doug Brand, of Volunteer Hook & Ladder, was elected as the department fire chief; George Burr, of
Union Fire Co., was elected as first assistant fire chief; and Brad Child, of Goodwill Hose Fire Co., was elected
as second assistant fire chief.

Each position is held by a member from a different fire company, which guarantees a fire chief from each
department every three years, Mr. Brand said. Each position is held for one year.

“It gives me a real sense of pride and joy,” Mr. Brand said about being a firefighter.

“My family has big ties to the fire department going back a couple generations,” he
said, noting family members have been in the fire department and have acted as
chief.

This will be Mr. Brand’s second time being department fire chief. He was the first
assistant fire chief in 2013.

Being a fire chief allows someone to see a different aspect of the fire department, Mr.
Brand said, as the chief deals with personnel and budget issues, as well as finding

ways to improve service to people.

Mr. Child, who was captain of Goodwill Hose Fire Company in 2013, said “I’m honored to take the position.”

The swearing in ceremony was expected to take place yesterday morning.
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