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Four-legged DPW hires in Belmar
Residents can volunteer to spend time
with the goats
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar has two new, unlikely residents in town:
pygmy goats.

The two goats — named Will and Grace — are a new addition
to the Department of Public Works [DPW], and will help clean
up the poison ivy around town.

The idea for the goats came late in 2013 when DPW employees
were cleaning up the area where the new Belmar Elementary
School playground is now located, said DPW Director Mike
Campbell.

The playground was donated to the school as part of The
Sandy Ground Project: Where Angels Play, which has the goal
of creating 26 playgrounds in New York, New Jersey and
Connecticut to honor the 26 students and faculty members of

Sandy Hook Elementary School who
were killed. The Firefighters Mutual Benevolent Association [FMBA] runs the project.

The DPW found a lot of poison ivy around the playground area and some employees
caught it, he said. That is when an employee said goats were a good way to get rid of
the poison ivy because they eat it, he said. They are not affected by it.

Mr. Campbell said he originally looked into renting the goats, but it was too
expensive. Then, one day, Mr. Campbell was speaking to a Belmar resident who said
he would donate the goats, as well as other items for them, to the town.

“So far it’s cost the town nothing,” Mr. Campbell said.

Grace arrived in Belmar right before Thanksgiving and Will arrived on Christmas Eve. They are both housed in
the DPW building.

Mr. Campbell said the two goats are named after the main characters on the television show “Will and Grace.”
Grace received her name because she is gray and poised, he said, then when Will came the goats made them
laugh so the DPW thought to name them after the show.

However, Will’s name might not be permanent as the DPW is looking to change it.

Mr. Campbell said Will has not become accustomed to his name yet, so the DPW thought it would be nice for
the town to bond with the goat by naming it.

To find a new name, the DPW is asking residents to recommend names.

“We want the town to get behind the goat and if someone named him it will mean more,” Mr. Campbell said.
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A Belmar resident recently donated two pygmy
goats to the Belmar Department of Public Works
to eat the poison ivy in town. The goats, Will
[left] and Grace, will begin work in the spring.
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In the spring, Will and Grace will get to work eating the poison ivy around town. They can also help
homeowners who have poison ivy, under the right circumstances, Mr. Campbell said. Those circumstances
include not having a dog that could attack and having a fenced in yard, he said.

In the meantime, though, the goats will be providing some enjoyment to residents in town as the DPW is
allowing senior citizens and families with children to volunteer to spend time with them.

“I think it would bring back fond memories and will give them something to do,” Mr. Campbell said about senior
citizens volunteering to spend time with the goats.

It will also provide a great memory for children, who can be a part of the town and help take care of the
animals, he said.

While residents visit Will and Grace, they can recommend a new name for Will. The name will then be selected
by Mayor Matt Doherty, Mr. Campbell said.

Those interested in volunteering or donating items for the goats can call the DPW at 732-681-0452. Donations
can also be brought to the DPW yard, located on 13th Avenue near the railroad tracks.
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justanidea → Posted: Sunday, Jan 05 at 04:44 PM

DPW should name the goats itchy and scratchy
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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