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Mayor reflects on past year
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO —  Now that 2013 has come and gone, Mayor Mike Ryan took time to reflect on the past year and
all that the borough has endured recovering from Hurricane Sandy.

“We had a good year over all. We were able to accomplish a lot,” Mayor Ryan said, adding that “the council
worked together as a team unlike a lot of other councils.”

According to Mayor Ryan, the number one thing the borough was able to accomplish was getting residents,
primarily on Parkway and North Boulevard, back in their homes.

Mayor Ryan said seeing the residents, who he said were “resilient,” moving back home provided a “sense of
hope.”

There was a “rigorous schedule,” the mayor said, to get Parkway as close to normal as possible, which was
accomplished with the knowledge that the pump station project will not be completed until 2015.

The pump station project, which is being completed by the South Monmouth Regional
Sewerage Authority [SMRSA], includes relocating the borough’s pump station to 1800
Parkway. It was located at the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway but has been
inoperable since Hurricane Sandy struck the coast in October 2012.

The second major accomplishment in 2013 was making the decision to switch from a
fiscal year budget to a calendar one.

The borough has been operating under a fiscal year budget, which runs from July 1 to
June 30, for quite some time, but decided to make the switch back to a calendar year
budget in May 2013.

To make the switch, the borough was operating under a transitional year budget from July to December 2013.

Another budget will be introduced in January, beginning the calendar year budget.

The third major accomplishment this year, Mayor Ryan said, were the lessons learned and inspiration brought to
the area from 6-year-old Avielle Richman who died in December 2012 in the Sandy Hook Elementary School
shootings.

A playground was built at Belmar Elementary School, where Lake Como children attend, in late 2013 in honor of
the 6 year old.

The playground was donated to the school as part of The Sandy Ground Project: Where Angels Play, which has
the goal of creating 26 playgrounds in New York, New Jersey and Connecticut to honor the 26 students and
faculty members of Sandy Hook Elementary School who were killed. The Firefighters Mutual Benevolent
Association [FMBA] runs the project.

Avielle “impacted more people than many grown ups have,” Mayor Ryan said. “She made a difference in all our
lives whether we knew her or we didn’t know her.”

He continued, “What happened to her and the message sent makes us realize that life is fragile and that we
have a responsibility to do the right thing to protect it.”
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Mayor Ryan also took time to look ahead at what is in store for Lake Como going into 2014.

The number one priority, he said, is to provide support and work with Councilman Kevin Higgins to resolve the
ongoing water issue in town.

Councilman Higgins is liaison to the water and sewer committee, as well as the department of public works.

For over one year residents in town have been experiencing water issues, which stem from discoloration to
varying tastes.

The mayor estimates about 12 to 15 percent of residents are experiencing the issue.

Mayor Ryan said the borough is looking to move as quickly as possible and follow the appropriate protocols so
that they can clean and line the pipes, if required.

“It’s still tough on everybody, especially the ones being impacted,” he said.

The second priority in town for the new year, Mayor Ryan said, is to move forward with the Community
Development Block Grant [CDBG] and Department of Transportation [DOT] grant, which will both be used to
beautify Main Street.

The CDBG, worth $104,585, will be used to purchase items such as benches and bike racks, for Main Street.

The DOT grant, worth $185,000, will help repave Main Street, from Redmond Avenue to “as far down as we can
go,” the mayor said.

The third priority is to restore Lake Como, which includes rehabilitating the six remaining benches around the
lake in time for summer.

In 2013, Tom Bury, who is the construction manager on the “Restaurant: Impossible” television program, came
to Lake Como to restore benches and the gazebo around the lake.

The work began with Mr. Bury, but will end with the borough, Mayor Ryan said.

In addition to the benches, the borough has to look at the aesthetics of the lake, since it has not been
remediated or grass planted since Hurricane Sandy, and the issue of flooding, Mayor Ryan said.

Lake Como has a habit of overflowing during inclement weather.

Recently, the state Department of Environmental Protection classified the outfall pipe portion of the lake as a
class III dam, and determined that Belmar, Spring Lake and Monmouth County were responsible for it.

A class III dam is considered to be a low hazard dam with a low potential for significant property damage or loss
of life if it were to fail.

The outfall pipe being classified as a dam means it must be designed for a 100 year storm event— a standard
the pipe does not currently meet.

The lake is also considered a tidal lake, which means the elevation of the lake is determined by high or low
tide, the mayor said, noting there are about six tidal lakes along the Jersey Shore, majority of which are in
Monmouth County.

Seeking some help to remediate the lake, Mayor Ryan said he has reached out to Sen. Robert Singer [R-30] and
Assemblymen David Rible [R-30] and Sean Kean [R-30] regarding the lake.

According to Mayor Ryan, Sen. Singer said he is working with Assemblymen Rible and Kean to find a solution for
the lake, and hopefully provide some relief for Lake Como and the other communities with tidal lakes.
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