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D’Jais to seek OK to open all year
Will use liquor license from The Barclay,
which its owners recently purchased
There are 9 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — D’Jais Bar & Grill, a popular summer destination in
the borough, could soon become a year-round spot as the
zoning board of adjustment is expected to hear an application
tonight that would convert the seasonal business to a
year-round use — a possibility that has angered some residents
in town.

D’Jais Bar & Grill currently operates under a seasonal liquor
license it owns in the borough.

In 2012, D’Jais Bar & Grill owners purchased the liquor license
of the defunct banquet hall The Barclay at an Internal
Revenue Service [IRS] public auction. The IRS had seized the
license for back taxes owed by The Barclay owners.

Since the year-round liquor license was purchased, it has
remained a pocket license, meaning it is an inactive license.

Until now.

Now, the owners of

D’Jais Bar & Grill are looking to expand the busines from a
seasonal one to year round.

To do that, the establishment must go before the zoning board
of adjustment because it is seeking
the expansion of a pre-existing, non-conforming use.

D’Jais Bar & Grill is located in the beachfront commercial zone in town, which does
not permit a bar/tavern/pub in the zone. While they have been grandfathered in, as
they were there before the ordinance became law, any expansion needs zoning board
approval.

The applicant is seeking a use variance.

Frank Sementa, co-owner of D’Jais, said, “Summer’s great and we love it and we do it
well, but it would be nice after all these years to be able to serve the community all

year round.”

As for the seasonal liquor license, Mr. Sementa said they have not thought about what they will do with it, if
they receive permission to activate the year-round license at D’Jais.

While D’Jais owners are excited about the possibility of opening year-round, some residents living in the area
of the bar are opposed to it, fearing it could change the quality of life in town.
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According to Dennis Lepore, of 20th Avenue, between 18-25 residents living in the area met on Monday evening
to discuss the expansion of D’Jais, He said all were opposed to it.

“We like Frank [Sementa],” Mr. Lepore said.

But, he said, Mr. Sementa openly endorses the Democrats in town, who are in control of the borough council.

“The people are going to vote in his favor because he supports the party and the Democratic party has the
larger majority” on the zoning board, he said.

While there is no party affiliation declared on the zoning board, it is common practice for mayors to appoint
supporters from their own party to local boards.

Mayor Matt Doherty is a Democrat.

Mr. Lepore’s wife, Nadine, said the biggest concern is the fact D’Jais Bar & Grill is located in a residential area.
She said she also fears it could open the door for more businesses to come into the south end of town.

She said although she is not happy with the summer people who frequent D’Jais, she does not have a problem
with it being where it is because it was there before they moved to town.

But, by expanding the business to be a year-round establishment, it will affect the quality of life in the area,
Mrs. Lepore said.

These quality of life issues, Mr. Lepore said, include loud noise, public urination, theft of property and loud
music late at night.

According to Mr. Lepore, while he feels the borough’s police department has not been able to address those
issues, Mr. Sementa has taken a “proactive approach with a shush patrol” which has been somewhat effective
in curbing those issues in the past. Although they have been “lackadaisical” about it in the past few years, he
said.

With that being said, Mr. Lepore questioned if any studies had been done to find out whether the police could
handle having D’Jais open the whole year, how it would impact the residents living in the immediate area and
what it would do to traffic.

Police Captain Andrew Huisman said he feels the borough’s police department will “certainly” be able to
handle D’Jais being open year round, should the zoning board approve such a change.

“Summer time is completely different than the winter time” because there is an influx of tourists during the
summer season, he said, noting it would not be as crowded in the off season.

“I certainly don’t foresee any issues there,” he said.

The police captain also said that public urination and loud noise is not specific to D’Jais as it occurs at other
establishments in Belmar and in other towns.

“To say that about D’Jais is singling them out,” Captain Huisman said.

Mr. Lepore claims, since Hurricane Sandy, property values have gone down in town, which could be exacerbated
by having D’Jais become a year-round business.

“We’re still feeling the after affects of Sandy and we will for a number of more years,” he said.

Meaghan O’Day, of Snyder Avenue, who is also opposed to the expansion, agreed.

Mrs. O’Day, whose husband, Gavin, attended the meeting on Monday evening, said their area of town was hard
hit by Sandy, and she does not see how having D’Jais open year round could help their property values.
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Mrs. O’Day did not attend the meeting.

Mrs. O’Day said summer in Belmar is a “nightmare” as it is crowded, noisy and parking is tough.

“We’re not even that close [to D’Jais], but that’s how much of a nuisance it is,” she said.

But, she said, there was always a “light at the end of the tunnel.”

However, the possibility of D’Jais remaining opening all year round “is just a game changer,” Mrs. O’Day said.

“It will change the quality of life for the entire town,” she said, noting Belmar has become a more family-
friendly environment in recent years.

D’Jais is not a restaurant, it is a night club where people drink, and without summer rentals nearby, patrons
will be getting in their cars and driving home, Mrs. O’Day said.

She also said in the summer a lot of the arrests in the police blotter come from 18th and Ocean avenues, where
D’Jais Bar & Grill is located.

“There’s a reason for that,” Mrs. O’Day said, questioning what it could mean for the police force.

Adam Benoski, of Doylestown, Pa., said over the years his family has “tolerated” D’Jais over the summer, but it
has “gotten progressively worse and worse.”

Mr. Benoski spends vacations during the summer at his mother’s home on Surf Avenue. His family has owned the
house since 1950.

Surf Avenue is the street behind D’Jais.

“Our feeling is going full year is now taking those things that are troubling us and making it all year round,” he
said, noting there is noise, the smell of smoke and patrons of the bar stumble into their backyard and deficate
there.

Mayor Doherty declined to comment on what D’Jais being open all year could mean for the town, but he would
say that the zoning board is a “smart, capable group of people who will make the right decision for the town.”

The zoning board of adjustment regular meeting will take place on Jan. 23 beginning at 7:30 p.m. in borough
hall, 601 Main St. The workshop portion of the meeting begins at 7 p.m.

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “D’Jais to seek OK to open all year”

donna kaiser → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 05:02 PM

Why not have it open during the off months for weddings,showers,or any type of catered event. Is is not like they
are open all of the time like in the summer. I have never had a problem during the summer months when D'Jais was
open 7 days a week.We have an excellent police department. But of which would not be needed for the different
functions. It would not affect families or everyday living. People would just be allowed to book parties of different
sorts.
Report this comment as inappropriate.

Roberta → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 03:27 PM

Why is an un elected board, appointed by the mayor allowed to make such a choice? This action should only be done
by a vote of the TAXPAYERS.This will lower my homes value.The next owner of DJS property could decide to put in a
Ruby Tuesday's with this type of 365 opening,or Hooters, why do we need this?We have plenty of bars on main
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street.Go open one downtown.
Report this comment as inappropriate.

John Dempsey → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 02:50 PM

Nancy seasonal licenses are a thing of the past when the towns were mostly occupied during the Summer. They
allowed for seasonal licenses to serve the larger populations during warmer months. The shore towns have now
changed their complexion and have have more year round residents. Seasonal licenses will probably all become year
round eventually and they should provided they pay their towns some fee that's fair. JD
Report this comment as inappropriate.

Nancy Rowland → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 02:00 PM

Is it out of the question to assume that DJais will sell its newly zoned property to a large developer who will turn it
into something even worse. It would be the only year round license on the ocean in close proximity to family homes.
Ocean front liquor licenses were seasonal for a very good reason and that reason still applies.
Report this comment as inappropriate.

mumps murphy → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 12:03 PM

Then the move the summer license to the boardwalk and have 2 places on ocean ave, double the fun double the
overtime for the cops, more money mo fun, more mumps
Report this comment as inappropriate.

The Judge → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 11:56 AM

Dont be a hater vote yet for year ropund fist-pumpin bitches
Report this comment as inappropriate.

John Dempsey → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 10:56 AM

Everyone rushes to judgement. The shore winter bar business is just not there and would fail. I heard it is for private
events which D'Jais always has to turn down due to the seasonality of their license. This is smart and who would not
want to have a private party on the ocean in the off season with that view! As to Cathi's point a wedding to 2am on
Sunday. That must be some wedding. Please invite me! JD
Report this comment as inappropriate.

Alexas Mom → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 10:39 AM

GOOD LUCK TO DJAIS! A well run establishment such as Djais should be a positive factor in Belmar no matter what
time of the year it is!
Report this comment as inappropriate.

Cathi De Genova → Posted: Thursday, Jan 23 at 09:57 AM

Open all week or just weekends? What about children that have to go to school and parents that have to go to work.
Do you really want DJais open til 2am during the winter??
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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