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Projects to help fix borough infrastructure
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After months of planning, various water improvement projects around town are coming to fruition,
which could mean much anticipated relief for residents around town.

SILVER LAKE

Silver Lake improvements are set to begin mid-March.

The date to begin work was decided recently at a pre-construction meeting.

For years, the borough has been seeking funding to remediate Silver Lake, which
sometimes floods during heavy rain storms.

This was evident when Hurricane Sandy hit in 2012 as the lake became one with the
ocean, causing the lake to overflow many blocks into the street.

After the storm, the borough came up with a plan to improve the drainage of the
lake, but had decided to hold off on securing finances for the project in the hopes of
receiving some federal funding.

However, after getting news that a grant they applied for with the U.S. Department of
Agriculture was denied, the borough decided to move forward with bonding for the project.

The $1.86 million bond ordinance was approved in late 2013 to fund the project.

The Silver Lake project includes increasing the size of the outfall pipe, as well as moving its location from
under Ocean Avenue to along A Street to the Shark River Inlet.

Currently, the outfall pipe is 18 inches in diameter, but the new pipe would be 36 inches.

There is also a second pipe, a forcemain, being worked into the project.

By running the pipes under A Street, the water will drain easier since the ocean’s wave action will not be
against the pipe and the pipe will be easier to maintain.

A Street would be dug up from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet and the two pipes will be placed underneath
it. The road would then be repaved.

A concrete pad will also be built around the lake, which will allow pumps to be placed at the lake during
inclement weather. Those pumps will run under A Street, allowing Ocean Avenue to remain open.

The current pipe that runs into the Atlantic Ocean will remain once the new pipe is installed down A Street for
emergency purposes, according to borough administrator Colleen Connolly.

Recently, the borough awarded a $1.2 million contract for the project to P&A Construction, in Colonia.

According to Ms. Connolly, the borough had hoped to hear back from the Federal Emergency Management
Agency because the project was submitted as hazard mitigation.

Although the borough has yet to hear back, the project will move forward.

Once a project commences, hazard mitigation is no longer available, Ms. Connolly said.
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In all, the project will take about six weeks to complete, Ms. Connolly said.

The borough plans on holding a Silver Lake community meeting on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 5:30 p.m. in borough
hall, 601 Main St.

CLEANING AND LINING

Work to Silver Lake is not the only improvements being done to provide relief to residents.

For quite some time, residents in certain areas of town have been experiencing ongoing water issues. These
areas of town include the Rhode Island Point section, which is the southwestern section of town near Maclearie
Park, and the opposite end of town in the Surf Avenue area.

Realizing the water issue, in part, stemmed from aging infrastructure, the borough devised a plan to improve
its infrastructure in certain parts of town.

That plan, which includes cleaning and lining the infrastructure in areas affected by the water issues, is to be
funded with a $5 million bond the governing body approved in 2013.

Metra Industries, of Little Falls, was awarded two contracts for the water improvement work that total $2.6
million.

Work has commenced in Rhode Island Point, and is expected to conclude in mid-April, while the work on Surf
Avenue is expected to begin mid-March, Ms. Connolly said. The Surf Avenue work should take about two
months, she said.

To continue service while work is being done, external pipes are run down both sides of the street and each
house is hooked with a hose to feed water into the homes.

According to Ms. Connolly, Rhode Island Point residents are already beginning to see improvements to their
water quality.

In conjunction with this project, the water mains in the south end of town and on Seventh Avenue that are 4
inches in diameter or smaller will be replaced with 8 inch ones.

A contract was awarded for about $1.1 million to MSP Construction Corp., in Newark, to replace the water
mains.

Work is expected to commence in March and will take about two months, Ms. Connolly said.
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