
The Coast Star (01/24/2013): Advisory committee 
meets for first time 

Discusses boardwalk, Fifth Avenue pavilion and parking 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The newly created advisory committee met for the first time on Jan. 17 to discuss the beachfront. 

The nine-member advisory committee was created to make recommendations to the mayor and council on 
rebuilding the beachfront, which was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. The boardwalk and all four pavilions were 
destroyed by the hurricane.  

The committee will report to the mayor and council on their findings and will be in existence until February.  

According to Councilman Brian Magovern, who sits on the advisory committee, the committee began by 
discussing the boardwalk, which is expected to be completed by April 30.  

The boardwalk will be made from trex, which is made from recycled plastics integrated with wood, and will 
save the borough about $760,000, because it is not as expensive as their first choice, ipe.  

The boardwalk will be a spice rum color primarily, with a lava rock color border defining the middle of the 
boardwalk, said Paul Calabrese, borough engineer.  

During the meeting, the committee also spoke about the bathroom and concession trailers that will be stationed 
along the beachfront this summer, the councilman said.  

The concession trailers will replace the four pavilions that once lined Ocean Avenue for this summer season, as 
the pavilions are not expected to be completed until summer 2014. The trailers will be placed in the same 
location as the pavilions.  

On a more permanent note, the committee also discussed what the Fifth Avenue pavilion should look like. The 
Fifth Avenue pavilion was home to a community room and Jakes Crab Shack prior to being destroyed by 
Hurricane Sandy. 

Councilman Magovern said the committee would like to see the Fifth Avenue Pavilion return to its condition 
prior to the storm, with a little modification. The pavilion had a community room, kitchen and bathroom that 
was available year round, with a restaurant on the North side, and should remain that way, he said. 

The committee would like to see a second story with a balcony facing the ocean on the pavilion, Councilman 
Magovern said. The second story, he said, would also serve as a community room.  

The only obstacle with a two-story pavilion, Councilman Magovern said, is making it Americans with 
Disabilities Act [ADA] compliant, which would probably require an elevator. This could be an obstacle, he 
said, because it could be difficult to do in the same footprint of the previous pavilion, “which is what we have to 
do.”  

The Federal Emergency Management Agency will only reimburse 75 percent of the cost for bringing municipal 
buildings back to their pre-storm condition, which means in the same footprint, said Christopher McKniff, 



FEMA public information officer for Monmouth County. The other three pavilions, Councilman Magovern 
said, would “compliment” the Fifth Avenue Pavilion. The committee is also looking into making the 13th 
Avenue pavilion, which was home to Matisse, a two-story building, he said.  

The committee also discussed parking for this upcoming summer. 

According to Mr. Calabrese, parking will be “very similar as the past,” but there could be a 5-foot walkway in 
front of the parking spots so patrons can walk in between the cars and the boardwalk, instead of near traffic. 
This is for “pedestrian safety,” he said. 

The 5-foot walkway is not definite, Mr. Calabrese said, as the borough needs to propose the idea to the county 
and they need to approve it.  

The advisory committee will meet again at 7 p.m. on Feb. 21 in borough hall. All meetings are open to the 
public. 

	  


