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into League of Municipalities Hall of Fame 
Will be inducted on Feb. 6 at State House Annex in Trenton 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Lifelong resident and Councilman Doug Witte will soon be inducted into the League of 
Municipalities’ Hall of Fame for his 20-plus years of service to the community.  

According to the New Jersey League of Municipalities’ website, the Hall of Fame is to recognize “municipal 
officials who have selflessly guided their communities through the good times and troubled times with little 
recognition of their sacrifice. This token of appreciation will shine a light on these pillars in our communities 
and hold them up as an example of civic pride for all citizens to emulate.” 

To be inducted into the Elected Officials’ Hall of Fame, local municipal governing body members, either active 
or retired, must have served at least 20 years as a governing body member, according to the website.  

Councilman Witte began serving the town when he was 16 years old as a junior member of the borough’s first 
aid squad before becoming a full member of the department, he said. The councilman served as a first aid 
member for 12 years, but is no longer a member.  

He was a member of the borough’s board of education from 1990-1995 and has been a member of the fire 
department for about 40 years, serving as the fire chief for six of those years. 

When he was 24 years old, Councilman Witte served his first term on the South Belmar Council. South Belmar 
is now known as Lake Como. About 14 years later, in 1995, he became a council member again, and has sat on 
the dais ever since. The councilman has served under five mayors throughout his seven terms. 

“I’m very honored to be inducted into the Hall of Fame,” Councilman Witte said. “I enjoy being on the council 
and I like to give back to the community.” 

The councilman said one reason he feels he has been re-elected several times is because he votes for what he 
believes is in the “best interest of the residents of the town, regardless of party affiliation.” 

He has served one term as an Independent, four terms as a Republican councilman and two terms as a 
Democratic councilman, he said. He currently serves as a Democratic councilman.  

Councilman Witte has also served on the planning board for almost 20 years. 

Two “big problems” that have faced the borough while he has been on council are Hurricane Sandy and the bars 
in town, he said. 

During and after Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey Shore, Councilman Witte devoted many hours and days helping 
direct where donations and volunteers should go.  

“Years ago,” the councilman said, the borough had a problem with the bars in town as residents were 
complaining about them during the summer months. Since then, the borough and bars in Lake Como have 
worked on the issue and “everything has gotten a lot better,” Councilman Witte said.  



When reflecting over the last 20 years or so, Councilman Witte said the borough has “definitely changed for the 
better.” 

Councilman Witte currently serves as the police and fire liaison, as well as a member of the finance committee. 
He is also the deputy office of emergency management coordinator, which is a new position for him as of this 
year.  

He will be inducted into the Elected Officials’ Hall of Fame on Feb. 6 at the State House Annex in Trenton.  

	  


