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By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar will be getting quite a few improvements over the next few months as the 
town prepares for the upcoming summer season. 

When Hurricane Sandy touched ground along the Jersey Shore, it decimated the Belmar 
boardwalk, as well as almost everything along the beachfront, destroyed homes and municipal 
buildings and damaged the Belmar Marina. 

Now, with the boardwalk reconstruction under way, the borough is looking to rebuild other 
aspects of the borough in time for the summer. 

At the council’s Jan. 16 meeting, the council unanimously passed three resolutions and the first 
reading of an ordinance, all of which will help the rebuilding process begin. 

PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

One resolution the council passed was to authorize the borough to go out to bid for playground 
equipment to replace the four playgrounds along the beachfront that were destroyed by the 
storm. 

The four playgrounds, when assembled, will be located in the same spot as the former ones, said 
borough attorney Colleen Connolly, and will be ready for the summer. 

“Just as it is important to have a boardwalk, it is just as important to have great playground 
equipment for families,” Ms. Connolly said.  

The playground equipment is expected to cost between $50,000 to $70,000 each, she said. 

BEACHFRONT STRUCTURES 

The council also passed a resolution authorizing the borough to go out to bid on temporary 
beachfront structures. 

All four pavilions along the beachfront were damaged by Hurricane Sandy and were torn down 
as a result. The borough plans on rebuilding those structures in time for summer 2014. 

In the mean time, the borough plans to rent temporary beachfront structures for those businesses 
that were in one of the pavilions.  



According to Ms. Connolly, the borough is looking at renting six bathroom structures and eight 
concession trailers, although she is unsure how much that could cost. 

But, “if individual concessions have an idea for a trailer they want to do, we can certainly work 
with them to do that,” she said.  

The borough expects to have prices back on the beachfront structures by the end of the month, 
Ms. Connolly said. At that time, the borough and Ocean Avenue businesses will discuss what 
can be done and what the businesses might need, she said.  

“The Belmar beach isn’t just about the boardwalk, but all the amenities that go with it,” Ms. 
Connolly said. “We’re going to be back as the full Belmar experience.” 

BELMAR MARINA 

The third resolution and first reading of an ordinance that was passed at the Jan. 16 meeting had 
to do with repairing the Belmar Marina. 

Ms. Connolly said while the marina “did what it was supposed to in the storm,” which was 
protecting the boats, it still sustained some damage. All boats in the marina were unharmed, she 
said. 

Electrical boxes at the marina, located along Shark River, were damaged from water getting in 
them, the marina building and two comfort stations were damaged as a result of flooding, the 
docks and pilings were damaged and the boardwalk at Maclearie Park was demolished, she said. 
Maclearie Park also suffered “cosmetic” damage to the playground and tennis court, she said. 

The resolution awarded a contract to ACI Electrical Contractor, of Saddle Brook, for $35,814 for 
the electrical services for the marina. 

Ms. Connolly said some of the electrical work has already begun to stabilize the marina. 

The first reading of the ordinance was to authorize the issuance of $4 million in bonds or notes to 
finance the marina project. The $4 million will encompass all the work done to the marina. 

The borough expects to go out to bid for the rest of the marina project in the upcoming weeks, 
Ms. Connolly said.  

	  


