
The Coast Star (01/24/2013): Borough mayor, two 
councilmen travel to Washington, D.C. for Obama 

inauguration 
See President Obama, Vice President Biden sworn into second term 

 

Lake Como Mayor Mike Ryan [above] and councilmen Kevin Higgins and Brian Wilton traveled to Washington, D.C., this past week 
to witness President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden taking the oath of office for their second term. Photo by MIKE 

RYAN, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The borough’s mayor and two councilmen witnessed history on Monday as they were invited 
to Washington, D.C. to see President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden take the oath of office for 
their second term. 

According to Mayor Mike Ryan, each Congress person receives a certain amount of invitations to the 
inauguration from the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies. Based on that, the Congress 
person determines who to send the invitations to, he said. 

Mayor Ryan “made the plea” to Congressman Chris Smith [R-] to send three of those invitations to Councilmen 
Brian Wilton and Kevin Higgins and to himself, he said.  

His plea was granted. 

Mayor Ryan and Councilmen Wilton and Higgins, as well as about one million other people, traveled to 
Washington, D.C., this past weekend to see the 44th president be sworn into office. 

Councilman Higgins said “it was pretty much exactly what I thought it would be” — confusing, hectic and 
packed. 

“At that time I was having second thoughts of being there, but when the president came out and everyone kept 
quiet and listened to his speech it was a pretty good feeling to actually be there,” he said. 



The councilman said overall it was “something special” and a “tremendous experience” that he is “happy” he 
took part in.  

Mayor Ryan said the inauguration was an “awesome,” “inspiring” and “moving” experience. 

The mayor took a step back and looked at the inauguration from a global perspective, saying “the whole world 
was really watching us as a nation that day.” 

“This is what it is all about, to have a democratic system in a free world that can go ahead and change 
government and elect new people and do it in a manner where there is respect and do it without wars or 
uprisings,” he said. 

Councilman Wilton said seeing the inauguration firsthand, regardless of political affiliation, is “really 
impressive.” 

The councilman reflected on the historical aspect of the inauguration, saying many presidents have previously 
taken the oath of office and “how much has changed over the course of history.” 

“You can somewhat feel that in the air while you’re there,” the councilman said. 

He also reflected on the democratic aspect of the inauguration, reiterating what Mayor Ryan said. 

One of the “greatest” aspects about the American government is that “there’s always a peaceful transfer of 
power,” regardless of who won or lost the race, he said.  

	  


