
The Ocean Star (01/25/2013): One-third of 
businesses in Lavallette are open again after Sandy 

Twenty of 60 businesses in town have opened their doors 

 

Philip D’Aloisio, who owns Lenny’s Pizzeria on Grand Central Avenue with his brother, Benny D’Aloisio, prepared a pizza yesterday. 
He said customers are starting to return to his eatery, and the barrier island of Lavallette, as storm damage is repaired. Photo by 
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By Haley Behre & Kimberly Mollo 

LAVALLETTE — Slowly but surely the business district in town is beginning to return to normal.  

When Hurricane Sandy hit late last year, all businesses in town were shut down for a period of time. 

Since then, business owners have been cleaning up and getting ready to open their doors again, with a new 
perspective and renewed sense of optimism.  

Mark Speaker, owner of HBC Inspection Services and the Lavallette Business Association president, said the 
storm has given people a “new hope.” 

“There’s something good in everything bad if you just look for it,” Mr. Speaker said.  

Prior to the hurricane, the Lavallette business community was “fragmented,” he said. 

“We had a business association but there wasn’t the interest in everyone helping each other,” he said. 

That mindset changed after Hurricane Sandy. 

The storm helped business owners in town understand how businesses “can form and function as one,” Mr. 
Speaker said. 

Since Hurricane Sandy hit about 20 out of the 60 businesses have reopened in town, he said on Wednesday.  



For those businesses that have reopened, Mr. Speaker said, “business is fair,” but “it can always be better.” 

Joanne Marino, owner of The Beach Home on Grand Central Avenue, said while her store remains closed to 
repair the damage, she has been able to have “some success” through her website, www.thebeachhomenj.com.  

“Business has been picking up ever since the holiday season,” Ms. Marino said, noting it has been “bittersweet” 
and “wonderful.” 

“It’s been great from a business point of view but heart wrenching because we were all in the same place,” she 
said. 

She said it will probably be another few months until her store reopens.  

Ms. Marino said on top of receiving orders through her website, she has been receiving email after email from 
customers sending their sympathy and detailing their own experiences with the hurricane.  

Looking ahead, Ms. Marino said she will be focusing more on the homeowners. 

“That’s how I believe my business is going to change this summer,” she said, noting she is expecting “a lot 
less” renters this summer. 

Louise Hammer, owner of The Crab’s Claw on Grand Central Avenue, said she expects to reopen on Feb. 1.  

Normally, she said, the business is open every day, year round, with the exception of Christmas Day. Due to the 
hurricane’s destruction, however, The Crab’s Claw has been closed since Oct. 28, the day before the hurricane. 

Missing the Christmas season was a huge blow for business, Ms. Hammer said. 

“It’s had a tremendous impact [on business],” Ms. Hammer said. 

Eight walk-in refrigerators and two dining rooms were among the casualties after Hurricane Sandy.  

“We had to rebuild [the dining rooms] from floor to ceiling,” Ms. Hammer said. 

The business also lost its goods, such as food, alcohol and other cooking supplies, due to flooding and power 
loss. The building’s copper roofing was also lost due to wind damage. Ms. Hammer said another big project in 
the restoration effort was mold remediation. 

With residents moving back into town, she is “optimistic” about business once her doors open again. 

“We realize we’re going to have a small audience” at first, Ms. Hammer said. “We will do everything we can to 
invite people in.” 

She said while things will be “different,” she has been bolstered by the support of coworkers, friends and 
contractors working hard to help her rebuild her livelihood. 

“People have been great,” she said. “No one has dropped the ball.” 

Philip D’Aloisio, owner of Lenny’s Pizzeria on Grand Central Avenue, dealt with many of the same issues in 
his business. 



Lenny’s opened 10 days ago, Mr. D’Aloisio said on Wednesday. Before that, the business had been closed for 
11 weeks. 

He said his business, which is family run and which he co-owns with his brother, Benny D’Aloisio, suffered an 
influx of 18 inches of water during the storm. 

Debris and “muck” in he building had to be cleaned out, he said, and sheetrock needed replacing. Mold 
remediation was another project for him, as well. 

“We took a substantial beating” financially, Mr. D’Aloisio said. 

“It’s like a movie,” he said with a laugh, referring to the community’s help in bringing his business back. “The 
people are great.” 

Mr. D’Aloisio, whose business and home were damaged, said “lots of hard work” has helped get him on his feet 
again. 

“When your mind is set on it and your back’s against the wall, you find ways to get things done,” he said.  

Although there are “not many people in town” yet, “little by little, they’re starting to come back.” 

“People are attached to this island,” he said. “They have a real connection here. They wanted to do their part to 
help.” 

Aggie Roberts, owner of The Music Man Singing Ice Cream Shoppe, said his business has yet to open its doors. 

“We are in the rebuilding phase,” he said. “It’s in the hands of the contractors.” 

He said he hopes to reopen in April, at which point they “will figure out what we’re capable of doing.” 

Missing birthday and other private parties and their speciality shows, such as their Christmas show, has had a 
big impact on business.  

“The building is standing, but we lost all its contents,” Mr. Roberts said.  

Mr. Roberts estimates two and one-half feet of water flooded his business during the storm — half the height of 
most of his clientele, he said, as The Music Man caters to families with children. Walls and counters were 
destroyed, as well as the ice cream shop’s freezers, and much electric and mold work has to be done to make the 
building operable. 

“For any business, it’s awful,” he said. “But as restaurant owners, we have a health responsibility we have to 
take very seriously.”  

Although it has been a strain, his business will be back in action soon, he said. The “true silver lining” of the 
destruction has been the bonding of borough businesses with one another. 

“We’re getting together more than we’ve ever done in the past,” Mr. Roberts said. 

He said customers have asked what they can do to help, which has been moving. 

“I’ve gotten cards with money in it from customers,” Mr. Roberts said. “That blows me away.” 



“We’re going to open for them, and we’re going to open for ourselves,” he said. 

Mr. Speaker said he cautions those in the process of rebuilding to be careful of “instant contractors,” a term Mr. 
Speaker said is for those who “suddenly became knowledgeable in the field they knew nothing of prior to the 
storm.”  

“My biggest fear is that when the warm weather comes all the jobs not done properly are suddenly going to 
repopulate with mold,” he said. 

As for the future, Mr. Speaker said the business association is discussing marketing so others can know 
Lavallette is open.  

“We’re working to put smiles on every business owner’s face,” he said. 

Business owners with questions can contact Mr. Speaker at 732-966-0290. 

	  


