
The Coast Star (1/3/2013): Belmar Arts Council to 
open first exhibit of the new year Jan. 19 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Belmar Arts Council [BAC] will soon be back up and running after the building served as the 
borough’s donation center for nearly two months. 

Soon after Hurricane Sandy hit, the BAC was transformed into a donation center, with many items and 
volunteers going in and out of the location. The week of Christmas, the building was cleared of donations to 
allow BAC members to return and assess the damage. Trailers are still set up at the location to distribute aid. 

While no items, such as artwork, were damaged from the storm, mold began to grow from the water that came 
into the building during the storm, said Pat Hutchinson, BAC trustee.  

On Thursday, Dec. 27, and Friday, Dec. 28, BAC members, as well as volunteers, began working on cleaning 
up the debris left from the donation efforts and the debris left from the sheetrock being torn down, Ms. 
Hutchinson said, noting putting in new sheetrock has mainly been completed.  

The next step is spackling the walls and painting them, as well as painting portions of the floor that have been 
damaged, she said. 

 “We will be working pretty much until the opening,” Ms. Hutchinson said, referring to the opening of the 
“Black and White” Art Show, the BAC’s first exhibit of 2013.  

Ms. Hutchinson said this upcoming year, the BAC has a “good line-up” of classes, interest groups, band 
performances and art shows.  

The BAC will be accepting artwork for the “Black and White” Art Show from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Jan. 12. 
Entry into the art show is limited to BAC members. The artwork can be in any medium, but must be in black 
and white only, and must be an original creation. To get a form, visit the BAC website, belmararts.org. 

The art show’s opening reception is scheduled for 5 p.m. on Jan. 19, where artists will be discussing their work. 
The opening reception date could change depending on whether the remediation work has been completed. To 
keep updated on the art show’s opening, visit the BAC website, 
belmararts.org/BelmarArtsCouncil2011/Welcome.html. 

BAC building, or “The Boatworks,” is located at 608 River Road. 

	  


