
The Coast Star (1/3/2013): Council: Beach badge 
fees will not increase this season 

By Haley Behre 
BELMAR — The council announced at its last meeting of the year, on Dec. 31, that badge fees will not be 
increasing for the upcoming summer season. 

Last month the borough had passed an ordinance authorizing the issuance of a $20 million bond to help rebuild 
the beachfront.  

Seventy-five percent of the $20 million, or $15 million, will be reimbursed by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency [FEMA], whilezq the other 25 percent, or $5 million, will be put against the borough’s 
beach utility. The state is pushing for that 75-percent reimbursement to be 90 percent, but a decision on that has 
not been made yet.  

The borough had contemplated raising badge prices to help pay off that $5 million, but it looks like that no 
longer has to be done since preseason beach badge sales have soared, the Buy a Board campaign has generated 
money and the boardwalk project will cost substantially less than anticipated, said Mayor Matt Doherty.  

A season beach badge costs $50, daily badges cost $7 and senior season badges as well as season badges for the 
disabled are $15. Children 15 and under are free. 

According to the mayor, as of Monday, the Buy a Board campaign has raised about $231,000. The campaign 
allows residents and visitors to donate money toward the actual boards that will make up the boardwalk.  

In addition, preseason badge sales have soared this year. 

As of Monday, the borough has sold 2,601 badges in the preseason, compared to the 1,824 badges sold last year 
during the same time. That is a 40-percent increase from last year’s sales. 

The boardwalk project was originally estimated to cost about $15 million, but when bids came back, they were 
less than anticipated. 

Epic Management Inc., of Piscataway, was awarded the contract for $6.6 million.  

For these reasons, the borough has decided not to increase badge fees, since it looks like the debt can be 
“absorbed” by the beach utility without increasing the fees, Mayor Doherty said. 

Mayor Doherty said the continuing support Belmar has received is “overwhelming” and an “indication of how 
much people love” the borough.  

“It’s really remarkable considering we don’t have a boardwalk and the beachfront was slammed by the worst 
storm to hit the Jersey Shore,” he said. 

The mayor said badge fees will not increase unless unforeseen expenses occur at the beachfront. 

To purchase a beach badge, visit borough hall at 601 Main St.  


