
The Coast Star (1/3/2013): Lake Como did not 
overflow during Winter Storm Euclid 

 

The South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority has five pumps located at Lake Como that pump water from the lake into the 
ocean. During Winter Storm Euclid last week, the pumps “saved the day,” the authority’s director, Mike Ruppel, said, by continually 

pumping water out of the lake and preventing it from over flowing. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — With the recent devastation Hurricane Sandy left in the borough, and another storm 
approaching, borough officials and South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] braced 
themselves for what could be another long night. 

But that did not come. 

Lake Como, which became one with the ocean during Hurricane Sandy, did not overflow and the borough 
sustained no damage from Winter Storm Euclid, which touched ground in the area on Wednesday, Dec. 26.  

Since Hurricane Sandy, pumps have be operating at the lake to pump water from the lake back into the ocean.  

The day of Winter Storm Euclid, SMRSA turned on all five pumps, which are all operated by the authority, to 
pump water out, hoping the lake would not flood like it had during Hurricane Sandy, said Mike Ruppel, 
SMRSA executive director. 

The pumps “saved the day,” Mr. Ruppel said.  

He continued, saying the authority estimated that “with lake outfall still being in disrepair, had we not pumped 
we would have had flooding beyond the 100-year flood plain.” 

Between 1 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 26, and 8 a.m. on Thursday, Dec. 27, the pumps had pumped more than 50 
million gallons of water back into the ocean, Mr. Ruppel said.  

“Everything worked as planned,” he said. 

Between Thursday night and Friday, Mr. Ruppel said once the lake level reached about one foot below normal 
operating level, the authority shut the pumps down to let it naturally fill back to normal operating level, Mr. 
Ruppel said. Once it is brought back to normal operating level, the lake would be pumped back down about one 
foot, he said. 



This cycle, he said, has been ongoing since Hurricane Sandy.  

By doing this, Mr. Ruppel said, it is better ecologically for the lake and it gives the authority a “better hand” on 
controlling the inflows to the lake.  

The pumps are not the permanent solution. 

Mr. Ruppel said the permanent solution has not been designed yet, but will most likely include rebuilding or 
creating a totally new outfall pipe, and a few other measures. The outfall pipe, which lies in Spring Lake, is 
currently not working. 

	  


