
The Coast Star (1/3/2013): Council members sworn 
into seats 

Newcomer Virginia Kropac joins council on dais 

 

Councilmen Kevin Higgins [from left] and Brian Wilton, as well as Councilwoman Virginia Kropac, were sworn into their positions 
on Jan. 1 by New Jersey Superior Court Judge Joseph Quinn. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The new year brings a new face to the council, here, as Councilwoman Virginia Kropac, as 
well as two incumbents, were sworn into their positions on the first of the year. 

This November, three seats on the council were up for grabs: that of councilmen Brian Wilton and Kevin 
Higgins, as well as Councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee. Both Councilman Higgins and Councilman Wilton 
ran for office and won, while Ms. McFadden-Lee chose not to seek reelection. She had served seven years on 
the council. 

Filling her spot on the dais is Councilwoman Kropac, 40, who was sworn into the position on Jan. 1. Also 
sworn in were councilmen Higgins and Wilton. 

Each council member was sworn into their position by N.J. Superior Court Judge Joseph Quinn, who sits in 
Freehold. Ron Whille, fire chief, and Matt Ollwerther, assistant fire chief, were also sworn into their positions.  

Ms. Kropac said while campaigning earlier this year, she met many residents, and she is looking forward to 
meeting more throughout her term. 

She said she is also “looking forward to helping the residents of Lake Como rebuild after [Hurricane Sandy] to 
be a better town than ever,” she said. 

Councilman Higgins said he is looking forward to working with the mayor and council to keep borough taxes 
down. 

This is “the first and foremost concern,” he said. 



The councilman began serving the borough in May, fulfilling the unexpired term of former Councilman Kevin 
Lynch, who moved to Wall. His term will expire on Dec. 31, 2014. 

Councilman Wilton, who is now serving his third full term, is looking forward to serving the residents for 
another term. He looks forward to making progress in the borough by continuing to “revitalize our Main Street 
and see the [Hurricane] Sandy recovery through to the end.” 

	  


