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Main focus will be on restoring Belmar before the summer season 

 

Going into 2013, Belmar’s main priority is getting the borough ready for the next summer season. The borough was hit hard by 
Hurricane Sandy, which swept away the beachfront and destroyed many houses. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar’s main focus in the upcoming year is getting the borough ready for summer 2013, which 
will be a more difficult task than year’s past as Belmar was hit hard by Hurricane Sandy.  

Damage from the hurricane ranged from homes being destroyed and residents being displaced to the beachfront 
being washed away.  

In the last couple weeks, borough administrator Colleen Connolly said, Belmar has come out of the recovery 
phase and entered into the reconstruction phase.  

That means the borough’s main focus right now is restoring borough entities such as the boardwalk, marina and 
Belmar Public Library, which were all damaged from the hurricane, she said.  

This needs to be done “so come summer, Belmar feels the way Belmar is supposed to feel,” Ms. Connolly said. 

BOARDWALK 

Immediately after the hurricane, Belmar began cleaning up areas impacted by the storm. 

Belmar finished cleaning up the beachfront about one month ago, and went out to bid on the boardwalk project. 
Epic Management Inc., of Piscataway, was awarded the contract for $6.6 million. The company is expected to 
begin construction in early January.  

Epic Management Inc. also won the contract for the permanent dune project, with a price of $4.5 million.  



The permanent dune project includes creating a 30-foot steel sheathing wall on the ocean side of the boardwalk, 
Ms. Connolly said, noting 26 feet of the sheathing wall will be underground, while 4 feet will be above ground.  

The 30-foot steel sheathing wall will not be seen as it will be covered by sand and plants.  

While a notice to proceed has been issued for the boardwalk [see related article], one has not been issued for the 
permanent dune as the borough is waiting to hear about funding from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency [FEMA], Ms. Connolly said.  

The price for the permanent dune will not be set until mid January. If Belmar does not hear about funding from 
FEMA by then, the borough will have to decide whether to table it or go out to bid on the project again since a 
contractor can only hold the project’s price for 30 days, Ms. Connolly said.  

BELMAR MARINA 

Ms. Connolly said while the marina “did what it was supposed to in the storm,” which was protecting the boats, 
it still sustained some damage. All boats in the marina were unharmed, she said.  

Electrical boxes at the marina, located along Shark River, were damaged from water getting in them, the marina 
building and two comfort stations were damaged as a result of flooding, the docks and pilings were damaged 
and the boardwalk at Maclearie Park was demolished, she said.  

Thus far, a majority of the damage has not been fixed, she said, with the exception of power being restored to 
the three north docks for year-round boat rentals, which have all been moved there, Ms. Connolly said. Power 
was restored to the three docks a few weeks ago, she said. 

As for repairing damage to the marina building, two comfort stations, the docks and pilings and damage to 
Maclearie Park, which includes the boardwalk, “cosmetic” damage to the playground and damage to the tennis 
court, all will be included in the Marina package, Ms. Connolly said. The package should be advanced to the 
mayor and council mid- to late- January, she said, noting she does not have an estimate on how much these 
repairs will cost, yet.  

BELMAR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Belmar Public Library, located on 10th Avenue, sustained quite a bit of damage inside the building, although no 
damage was done to the building’s structure. The lower level of the library suffered most of the damage, and 
has remained closed for further repair, while the first floor of the library reopened in early December.  

Everything in the bottom floor was lost, including the elevator, Ms. Connolly said, since that floor had about 6 
feet of water in it.  

The elevator has not been replaced, yet, but that project should be going out to bid on Friday, Jan. 4, Ms. 
Connolly said. 

There is no tentative date for reopening the bottom floor of the library, she said, but it should still be a few 
months.  

	  


