
The Coast Star (1/3/2013): Lake Como, rebuilding, 
budget are top priorities for town in 2013 

Budget will switch from fiscal year to calendar year in 2014 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Looking ahead into 2013, Mayor Mike Ryan said the borough has a few issues to face, most 
of which stem from cleaning up after Hurricane Sandy. 

The number one item on the borough’s agenda, the mayor said, is restoring the homes around Lake Como that 
were damaged from the hurricane. In total, about 84 homes were affected by the hurricane, but that is now down 
to about 66 homes, since some have already been restored, Mayor Ryan said.  

A “handful” of those houses were condemned, he said, noting there are different stages of condemnation.  

The borough advises residents not to rebuild until they disseminate information regarding the Advisory Base 
Flood Elevation [ABFE] maps that were released mid-December by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency [FEMA]. 

This needs to be done because it will affect residents’ homeowner insurance and how they rebuild, as some 
might have to raise their houses, the mayor said.  

The borough was expected to discuss the ABFE maps before their Jan. 2 meeting, and will disseminate the 
information to residents sometime after.  

THE BUDGET 

The next issue looking into 2013 is the budget calendar, which the borough plans to switch from a fiscal year to 
a calendar year starting January 2014. 

Currently, the borough has postponed hearing the budget twice in order to calculate changes that had to be made 
due to costs incurred from Hurricane Sandy.  

“Whether you like it or not the reality is there,” Mayor Mike Ryan said about spending money the borough did 
not plan on spending because of the hurricane.  

The mayor said the budget will have to be amended to accommodate the extra money spent. 

“There are no two ways about it,” he said. “There is no way we can go through what we just went through and it 
not have an impact on us.” 

The budget, which is expected to be heard on Jan. 15, will be the last one on the fiscal year for the borough as 
they plan to switch to the calendar year come 2014. 

According to Tom Neff, director of the State’s Department of Community Affair’s division of local government 
services, Lake Como is one of the 14 municipalities in New Jersey that use the fiscal year, which starts July 1 
and ends June 30 the following year. There are 566 municipalities in New Jersey, he said. 



Changing from the fiscal year to the calendar year would align them with the other 552 municipalities who use 
the calendar year, which would create benefits for both the state and town, Mr. Neff said. Mr. Neff is a Lake 
Como resident.  

As municipalities wean off the fiscal year budget, the state will be able to create one set of rules for budget and 
audit deadlines, Mr. Neff said.  

And for a municipality, it means it will be easier to enter into an agreement for shared services with other 
towns, Mr. Neff said. It would also give a municipality better advice and training about its budget, he said. 

“Fiscal year towns get the short end of the deal because they don’t get as thorough and good training from the 
state,” he said, noting that the state provides budget training for municipalities annually.  

Municipalities on the fiscal year do not receive as good training and advice as their counterpart, Mr. Neff said, 
because the training is geared towards towns following the calendar year.  

Mr. Neff added that Lake Como could receive a better rating from agencies that rate municipalities’ debt 
annually. He said these agencies see being on the calendar year as a positive and are more inclined to give a 
better score. 

The borough plans to change to a calendar year beginning Jan. 1, 2014.  

LAKE COMO 

Another issue the borough is facing going into 2013 is the lack of pump station, which has been out of 
commission since Hurricane Sandy, and the temporary bypass system that sits on North Boulevard.  

To remedy the situation, South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] plans on installing a bypass 
system at 1800 Parkway and building a pump station at the same location, which the authority purchased in 
May 2012 [see related article], said Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director. 

Construction on the bypass project began yesterday and is expected to be completed in March, Mr. Ruppel said. 
A completion date for the new pump station has not been determined, yet, he said.  

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT FOR LAKE COMO 

The borough, along with Belmar and Spring Lake, are looking to enter into an interlocal agreement with 
SMRSA. The interlocal agreement would make the authority the lead agent in work that has to be done to Lake 
Como.  

Mr. Ruppel said the primary reason there may be interlocal agreement is because all three towns, which own a 
portion of the lake, and SMRSA are all stakeholders in the damages that occur each time the lake floods.  

“It makes sense rather than having four individual efforts for a common cause, it’s better to have four heads put 
together and one effort for the same cause,” he said. 

According to Mr. Ruppel, the communities involved have indicated that the work anticipated to Lake Como is 
consistent with the work SMRSA does on a daily basis, which is why SMRSA would take the lead when it 
comes to the lake. 

An interlocal agreement has not been made, yet, but Mr. Ruppel said it is “coming along.”  



GETTING BACK TO NORMAL 

As the borough moves forward with cleaning up and rebuilding from the hurricane, it must look ahead and get 
back to normal.  

“We are going to move forward and we’ll get there,” Mayor Ryan said, noting the borough is “quietly and 
methodically” moving forward.  

One way to do that, the mayor said, is to clean up North Boulevard for the much anticipated yearly St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. North Boulevard is the main staging area for the parade. The St. Patrick’s Day Parade is slated for 
March 3.  

	  


