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LAKE COMO — Plans to remedy the pump station in town, which is inoperable as a result of Hurricane Sandy, 
are moving along swiftly as the bypass project is now underway and the South Monmouth Regional Sewerage 
Authority [SMRSA] has awarded a contract for the pump station design. 

The pump station, located at the corner of North Boulevard and Parkway, has been a longstanding issue for 
SMRSA and the borough, as it is located too close to the lake, which overflows during larger storm events. 

SMRSA had begun work to remedy the situation prior to the storm. However, as the storm wiped out the pump 
station making it completely inoperable, the process of finding a permanent solution has been expedited. 

Currently, the borough is operating under a temporary bypass system, located on North Boulevard.  

This is only a temporary solution. 

To remedy the situation permanently, SMRSA is moving to install a bypass system at 1800 Parkway and begin 
construction on a new pump station at the same location. Both projects were already set to take place before the 
storm, but the storm has expedited both projects. 

At SMRSA’s Dec. 20 meeting, it awarded a contract to P&A Construction, of Avenel, to install the bypass 
system.  

This project still includes the improvements under the interlocal agreement between SMRSA and Lake Como, 
said Mike Ruppel, SMRSA executive director.  

These improvements are returning the Parkway island to its original dimensions and replacing the trees that will 
be taken down as a result of the project. 

The improvements the borough approved in the agreement also include replacing the sewer laterals that will be 
exposed due to the bypass project. Laterals are piping from each house to the main pipe, and the borough will 
be replacing the laterals from the main pipe to the sidewalk.  

In addition, the portion of Parkway being worked on will also be repaved and the curbing will be put back.  

The entire project, which includes installing the bypass system and work done under the interlocal agreement, is 
approximately $780,000, Mr. Ruppel said.  

Construction for the bypass project started on Wednesday, Mr. Ruppel said, with demolishing the island on 
Parkway and removing the trees being first on the agenda. 

Mr. Ruppel said “conservatively speaking,” the work should be completed in mid to late March, with 
miscellaneous work remaining after that. 

As for the new pump station, SMRSA awarded a design services contract to CME Associates, of Parlin, for 
$142,967. CME Associates’ work is limited to the design, permitting and bid services on the project, Mr. 



Ruppel said, noting CME Associates will not be constructing the pump station, although who will be 
constructing it still has not been determined. It will be determined once the project goes out to bid, he said. 

SMRSA expects to file necessary permits with the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection within 
the next 90 days. When that is done, the authority will proceed with the project. 

The house sitting on 1800 Parkway has not been demolished yet, Mr. Ruppel said, noting he expects the house 
to be demolished within the next two weeks if all goes as planned.  

It is too early to say when the new pump station will be completed, Mr. Ruppel said. He said SMRSA is unsure 
whether the old pump station, located on North Boulevard and Parkway, will be knocked down, but the 
authority is making preparations for permanent abandonment, which means cleaning the pump station’s interior 
and removing equipment.  

By doing these projects, Mr. Ruppel said, “it’s going to put us in a position where we can provide uninterrupted 
service to the entire town in an event of future coastal flooding.” 

Mr. Ruppel said this does not mean if an area floods there will not be individual sewer problems, but it does 
mean that if one area floods the rest of town will still have an operable sewer system. 

As of now, SMRSA estimates both projects to cost about $2.3 million. Once the design of the pump station is 
completed, however, the estimate will be revised. 

	  


