
The Coast Star (1/3/2013): Zoning board sees first 
application for raising house height after storm 

Zoning board attorney says it will be more common 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The borough’s zoning board of adjustment heard its first application about raising a house’s 
height as a result of Hurricane Sandy’s impact at its Dec. 27 meeting. 

Dan Connolly, of 706 D St., went before the zoning board with his architect, Jason Lusardi, asking to have 
leniency on raising his house as different entities have given him different answers regarding how high to raise 
a house that was affected by the storm.  

Mr. Connolly’s home is two and one-half stories, and is 30.5 feet high. When Hurricane Sandy made landfall in 
New Jersey in late October, the Connollys’ home had about 4 and one-half feet of water in the first floor, he 
said. 

As a result, the family has been displaced. 

The Connolly family is in their third residence since the storm, Mr. Connolly said. 

 “Hopefully it’s our last residence before we’re able to move in,” he said.  

The family’s plan is to raise the second floor of the home, and rebuild the first floor to the same footprint as 
before.  

The first floor will be rebuilt, Mr. Lusardi said, because it has concrete walls, and would be difficult to lift. 
Whereas, the second floor was built with wood materials, and is easier to lift, he said. 

The applicant went before the zoning board seeking a heigh variance and side yard setback variance. 

Mr. Lusardi said the proposal is to raise the house above the 35-foot maximum and above the 8-foot base flood 
elevation. 

The new advisory base flood elevation maps released in December did not change for Mr. Connolly’s house, 
but Mr. Lusardi said “regardless of what the maps say, this particular site received 4 and one-half feet of water 
in the first floor.” 

“We’re playing it safe and getting the first floor as high as reasonable,” he said. 

The applicant’s request was granted. 

The board unanimously approved a height range from around 37.5 feet to 39 feet feet high, “measured from the 
average existing grade as of” the meeting date. 

The board also unanimously approved the side yard setback variance of 8 inches on North Lake Avenue where 
5 feet is required.  



Mr. Lusardi said the applicant will have a better idea of how high to raise the house once they receive the 
elevation certificate. 

Kevin Kennedy, zoning board attorney, said while this was the first application for raising the height of a house, 
he does not expect it to be the last. 

“I would expect it will be more common,” he said.  

	  


