
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Councilman Bean questions where nearly
$10,000 in gift cards went
$17,000 sent to Belmar Elementary School, but only $7,950 received
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — During Tuesday evening’s council meeting, Councilman Jim Bean questioned where nearly $10,000 in
ShopRite gift cards earmarked for Belmar Elementary School students ended up.

Soon after Hurricane Sandy hit in October 2012, the Borough of Belmar purchased $20,000 worth of ShopRite
gift cards to dole out to residents in need— $17,000 of which was meant for Belmar Elementary School [BES].
The borough was able to purchase the $20,000 worth of gift cards for $18,000, which came out of donations
received by the borough post-Sandy.

However, when Councilman Jim Bean filed two Open Public Records Act [OPRA] requests — one with the school
and one with the borough — to see how many gift cards were given to BES from the borough, there was a
discrepancy in how much the school was given.

According to the OPRA requests, Belmar Elementary School business administrator Loretta Hill said the school
received $7,950 in gift cards while Belmar borough clerk April Claudio said they gave the school $17,000 in gift
cards — figures Councilman Bean said at the meeting he had both entities double or triple check.

At the meeting, Councilman Bean brought this discrepancy up, questioning Kelly Williams, coordinator of social
services in the borough, who was in charge of doling out the gift cards the borough received, and who delivered
the gift cards to BES.

Ms. Williams replied that she had “hand delivered” them to the school’s nurse, Mary
Pat Wallace, who then distributed them.

Police Chief Tom Palmisano, who Councilman Bean had called on to ask what he
thought of the situation, said he would “look into it myself.”

Councilman Bean also asked why the senior building, located on Eighth Avenue, was
given $6,750 in gift cards.

“It seems that, that building was given special treatment compared to other seniors
in town,” he said.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said the town was in a state of emergency in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy and was looking to get aid to residents quickly.

There was a “concentration of older residents that we knew we could get aid to quickly” at the senior building,
she said.

Councilman Bean said, “This was donated in Belmar’s name, so I just want to make sure all the money that was
given to the town made it to the people who are supposed to get it.”

Ms. Connolly said, “I can assure you that every penny did.”

When Council President Brian Magovern’s report came, he addressed what his fellow councilman had said,
agreeing that Councilman Bean had a right to make a report, but did not think it was the right forum to
“insinuate or accuse a public employee of misappropriating funds.”
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“I personally would not have done it that way,” Councilman Magovern said, noting he would have gone to Ms.
Connolly or Chief Palmisano and called in Ms. Williams to talk about it.

The councilman said he knows Ms. Williams, who is “as honest as the day is long.”

“There is an answer to this so-called discrepancy,” he said. “I don’t hang out my dirty laundry in this public
forum.”

Councilman Bean said he chose to talk about this publicly because if both sides are telling the truth, which he
said he believes, then somewhere in the middle “money disappeared.

“I want the money that came in to match the money that went out,” Councilman Bean said after the meeting.
“I want accountability.”

Ms. Connolly said the borough is looking into the matter and has asked both Ms. Williams and David Hallman,
Superintendent of BES, to re-check their records.

“It’s a high priority this morning,” she said on Wednesday.

Ms. Williams is “fabulous” and a “dedicated public servant” who has done “nothing but try to help people since
the storm him,” Ms. Connolly said, noting she is sure there is an explanation.

Mayor Matt Doherty, who was not at the meeting on Tuesday night, said “Councilman Bean has been opposed to
our recovery from Sandy since day one.”

Mr. Hallman deferred questions to school attorney Michael Gross.

Mr. Gross was unavailable for comment.

Ms. Williams was out of the office yesterday afternoon and could not be reached for comment.
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