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Joint ice training drill held at Silver Lake
Water rescue team, first aid members get surface ice rescue certificates
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Water Rescue Team [WRT] members can now rescue people from the ice if such a case should
arise thanks to a recent certification class taken by some of its members.

According to Lake Como Councilman Brian Wilton, who is the WRT captain, he had gotten certified as a surface
ice rescue technician a few years ago when he was on the A.N.S.W.E.R. [Area Network of Shore Water
Emergency Responders] team. The A.N.S.W.E.R. team is an “interlocal service agreement providing rapid
response to water emergencies” in various local towns, according to its website,
http://answerrescue.neptunetownship.org/.

“It was something I had always wanted to bring to the Water Rescue Team but it wasn’t feasible due to funding
issues and the way [the WRT] was structured at the time,” Councilman Wilton said.

In 2012, the opportunity opened up for the WRT to become certified as ice rescue technicians when the WRT 
reorganized, the councilman said.

The WRT used to fall under the Belmar Police Department, but one month before Hurricane Sandy hit in late
2012 the team reorganized to fall under the first aid squad, he said, noting this opened up many doors.

“It gave us access to funding we didn’t have,” Councilman Wilton said.

With the help of donations and funding from the first aid squad, as well as the OK 
from Fran Hines, director of emergency medical services for the borough, WRT and
first aid  members were able to take a class to become certified for ice rescues, he
said.

On Jan. 17-18, members of the WRT and Belmar First Aid Squad came together to
take a class to become certified.

Sub Aqua Rescue Systems, based in Point Pleasant, was the company used to train the
members.

Members spent half a day in the classroom learning about ice and ice rescue techniques prior to using the
knowledge learned in an exercise, Councilman Wilton said.

They went to the marina to simulate an ice rescue, he said, noting there was no ice.

“Believe it or not you don’t need ice to get certified,” Councilman Wilton said.

Thirteen people— 10 WRT members and three first aid members— became certified, according to the
councilman.

The WRT members became certified as surface ice rescue technicians, which is the highest level of
certification, according to Councilman Wilton, noting this certification means they can go on the ice and rescue
victims. The first aid members became certified in surface ice rescue operations, which does not allow them to
go out on the ice, he said.

The following weekend, on Saturday, Jan. 25, the members put their training to the test during a joint ice
training drill at Silver Lake. There was ice at the lake.
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Eugene Boetiu, an instructor with Sub Aqua Rescue Systems, agreed to come back to assist in the drill.

The borough’s first aid and fire departments were on hand “since routinely they’re dispatched when we are,”
Councilman Wilton said.

“It worked really well,” he said. “You can never do enough training.”

In November 2013, eight WRT members — including Councilman Wilton — became certified as first responders,
the councilman said.

“It really broadens the amount of emergencies we can respond to,” Councilman Wilton said about the WRT 
members receiving these certifications.

According to the councilman, there are plans in the upcoming year to partner again with Sub Aqua Rescue
Systems to get all WRT members certified as rescue swimmers.

No WRT member is currently certified as a rescue swimmer as it is a “relatively new” certification, he said.

The WRT also plans on holding another class to receive a surface ice rescue certification for those who were
unable to attend this class, he said.
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