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Mayor travels to Washington, D.C. for
Conference of Mayors meeting
President Barack Obama spoke, took
questions from the audience
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — Mayor Mike Ryan was one of many mayors
invited to attend the 82nd Winter Meeting of the U.S.
Conference of Mayors in Washington, D.C.— and one of the few
who were able to ask President Barack Obama a question.

From Jan. 22-24, hundreds of mayors from across the country
gathered in Washington, D.C. to meet with Congressional
leaders and members of the Obama Administration. The
conference took place at the White House and the Capital
Hilton, according to Mayor Ryan.

Mayor Ryan, as well as the other five mayors who attended the
Mayors’ Institute on City Design meeting held in September
2013, were among those invited to attend. The meeting was
held in Belmar.

According to Mayor Ryan, he was the only one of the six
mayors to attend. Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty was invited to
attend but did not go.

During the three days, mayors attended various workshops and
meetings, several luncheons and listened to remarks made by

Vice President Joe Biden and
President Barack Obama.

On Thursday, Jan. 23, President Obama addressed the mayors in attendance at the
White House about Community Development Block Grant funding, the importance of
early childhood education, raising the minimum wage and the budget process,
according to Mayor Ryan.

“It was all done in a nonpartisan fashion,” he said. “When you hear him [President
Obama] speak, it makes sense.”

After the president spoke, he took questions from the audience — one of them from Mayor Ryan, the mayor
said.

According to Mayor Ryan, he thanked President Obama on behalf of all the Jersey Shore mayors and residents
for his visit to the Shore soon after Sandy.

“You brought a commitment to rebuild and provide the resources possible and on behalf of all the mayors we
were very appreciative,” Mayor Ryan said.

He then asked President Obama why it was taking so long for funding to come down to the municipal level.
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Mayor Mike Ryan was one of many mayors from
around the country who attended the 82nd
Winter Meeting of the U.S. Conference of
Mayors last week in Washington, D.C., which, in
part, took place at the White House. Photo by
MIKE RYAN, STAR NEWS GROUP
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According to Mayor Ryan, the president responded by telling Shaun Donovan, the United States Secretary for
Housing and Urban Development, to meet with Mayor Ryan and take his information.

Mr. Donovan met with Mayor Ryan and Brick Township Mayor John Ducey later that day, at which time both
mayors told Mr. Donovan how much their town has spent post-Sandy and how much they have been reimbursed,
Mayor Ryan said.

In Lake Como, the borough has $442,250 in eligible expenses, of which 90 percent, or $398,025, is expected be
reimbursed.

According to Mayor Ryan, Mr. Donovan said he would look into the matter.

As of Tuesday, the borough has been reimbursed $243,712, according to borough administrator Louise Mekosh.
This leaves $154,312 that still needs to be reimbursed, she said.

“It was one of the most awesome experiences I’ve had,” Mayor Ryan said. “It was a once in a lifetime event.”
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