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Local Boy Scout Troop helps replenish
church’s food pantry
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Boy Scout Troop 40 recently garnered the
help of the community to help restock the food pantry at the
First United Methodist Church [FUMC] in town.

According to Bernice Poland, church member and food pantry
volunteer, the church’s food pantry has been in existence for
over 40 years.

Prior to Hurricane Sandy, Ms. Poland estimates that the food
pantry helped between 500-600 people per month.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, though, those numbers came to a
screeching halt as the FUMC sustained extensive damage
throughout its church — including to its food pantry.

While the church continues to rebuild post-Sandy, they were
able to get the pantry repaired and reopened in late
November 2013.

To help restock the pantry, Belmar Boy Scout Troop 40 held a
food drive and placed empty grocery bags at homes around
town and asked the community to help, Eric Wagner, Troop 40
committee member, said.

Mr. Wagner said the Boy Scouts wanted to help out the FUMC
because they sponsor the troop.

“We try to help out everyone in the
community, but we help them out especially,” Mr. Wagner said.

One week after placing the grocery bags around town, the troops returned to those
houses to collect the grocery bags.

In total, the troops collected 165 grocery bags filled with canned and dry goods, Mr.
Wagner said.

The food pantry is “most grateful” for the Boy Scouts’ efforts, Ms. Poland said.

Due to the generous help of the Boy Scouts, as well as the general public, Ms. Poland
said the food pantry has been able to replenish its stock.

The food pantry has 10 volunteers, she said.

The food pantry is open on Mondays and Thursdays from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., at which time people can drop off
donations or pick up food.
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Belmar Boy and Cub Scout Troop 40 members,
including Michael Provenzano, 13 [from left],
Eric Provenzano, 10, Lambros Komitas, 13, Sean
Ennis, 12, and Ayden Burn, 11, recently
collected 165 grocery bags filled with canned
and dry goods for the First United Methodist
Church’s food pantry. The church, located on
Seventh Avenue, and its food pantry were
extensively damaged by Hurricane Sandy. The
food pantry reopened in late November 2013.
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