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McDermott not reappointed to zoning board
of adjustment
Served on board for about seven years, five or six of which he served as
chair
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Long-time zoning board of adjustment chairman Jay McDermott was not reappointed to the board
this year by Mayor Matt Doherty.

According to Mr. McDermott, he served on the board for about seven years, five or six of which he served as
chair.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the decision not to reappoint Mr. McDermott, as well as two other long time planning
board members whose terms were also up, was because he “thought it would be appropriate to start bringing
in new people.”

Former councilwoman Patricia Provenzano and Sam Kaye, both former planning board members, were not
reappointed to their seats this year.

According to the mayor, zoning appointments are made by the mayor with the advice and consent of the
council, while planning board members are direct mayoral appointments.

In an email written by Mr. McDermott to, who he called “a group of Republican voters
in town,” Mr. McDermott said he wanted them to know he did not step down or resign
from the board. He also questioned in the email whether the mayor’s decision to not
reappoint him was politically motivated.

Mayor Doherty said his decision was “absolutely not” motivated by politics or due to
existing or future applications before the board.

“I believe that we should choose the best people for the position regardless of
political affiliation,” he said, pointing to the recent appointment of Republican Tom
Burke to the borough’s planning board.

Mr. Burke ran unsuccessfully for council during the 2013 election.

“This is pretty clear evidence that politics has nothing to do with who gets appointed to boards and
commissions,” Mayor Doherty said.

Mr. Burke, along with Judy Rokoszak, were both appointed to the planning board this year, with terms expiring
on Dec. 31, 2017.

Mr. McDermott said he felt he provided “some value” to the board by providing guidance through “a few more
challenging applications” and helped improve the community.

There are three new faces to the zoning board this year: Robert Cupoli, Mark Fitzgerald and Thomas Brennan.
All terms will expire on Dec. 31, 2016.

They replace the seats of Mr. McDermott, Janis Keown-Blackburn and a vacant seat, according to Mayor 
Doherty.
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Ms. Keown-Blackburn stepped down from the zoning board because she joined the council at the beginning of
this year, the mayor said.
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