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Committee hosts autism program
Presentation by Vinnie Balestrieri, Vinnie Balestrieri Jr.
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — About 25 people came out last week to hear two local residents talk about the autism spectrum.

The Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA] committee’s Autism Program was originally slated for last November,
but was rescheduled due to Hurricane Sandy’s devastation.

On Jan. 24, Vinnie Balestrieri and Vinnie Balestrieri Jr. of The Missing Piece Parent Support Services, presented
information to those in attendance about the autism spectrum and how to work with and relate to them. The
event was held at Belmar Elementary School.

The presentation was “comprehensive and beautifully put together,” said Councilwoman Claire Deicke, ADA
committee chairperson.

The Balestrieris talked about the characteristics of a child who could be autistic, different approaches in their
therapy and how to work within all aspects of a child’s environment, she said.

“[Autism] is a complex type of problem in that it deals very much so with social and
language development,” the councilwoman said.

Elizabeth Cole, director of special services and supervisor of instruction for the
school, also gave a broad overview of the Belmar Elementary special education
program.

“Every child is deserving of a chance in life and if this problem is diagnosed early on
they have a better chance of being successful throughout their life,” Councilwoman
Deicke said.

© 2013 Star News Group. All rights reserved. Any copying, redistribution or retransmission of any of the
contents of this service without the express written consent of Star News Group is prohibited.

Privacy Policy | Visitor Agreement

Reader Comments
Leave a comment on “Committee hosts autism program”

Star News Group (01.31.13): Committee hosts autism program http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/01.31.13/committee_ho...

1 of 1 2/7/13 6:38 PM


