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Belmar Woman’s Club comes back after
hurricane, with new location
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Belmar Woman’s Club [BWC] is back in action after over two months of inactivity.

Since 1914, the BWC has helped the community by donating money to various local initiatives, providing
scholarships to local students attending college and holding various events.

And while this year will be no different, there will be slight variations to the club’s agenda this year as their
normal meeting spot, the Taylor Pavilion, on Fifth and Ocean avenues, was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy, and
has since been demolished. The pavilion is expected to be rebuilt by summer 2014.

After Hurricane Sandy, the BWC tried to get back to normal, but that was made more difficult with the absence
of the pavilion.

Luckily, one local restaurant owner, Chris Brandl, owner of Brandl in the Belmar Plaza, donated his spot to the
BWC so they could hold their monthly meetings and card parties.

“With great appreciation and relief, the club will be able to carry on with its mission
of helping others, due to the generosity and civic spirit of restaurateur Chris Brandl,”
said Rosemary Tormey, BWC president.

Councilwoman Claire Deicke, communications chairperson for the BWC, said the BWC
is “happy” to be back.

“It’s not only having a place, but it’s renewing our friendships and getting satisfaction
out of doing good things for others,” she said. “And I think that is what we are all
about.”

The club has begun hosting its card parties, which is a main fundraiser for the organization, and will begin
hosting their reading circles and monthly meetings this week.

The woman’s club will still be offering $1,000 scholarships to Belmar’s graduating seniors who plan on attending
college after graduation. Applications will soon be provided to local high schools.

A blood drive will be hosted by the woman’s club on April 17 to benefit the Central Jersey Blood Center. The
drive will be held at the first aid building, on Ninth Avenue.

The annual Arts and Crafts Festival will not be held this year, as the usual location, the Taylor Pavilion, is gone,
Councilwoman Deicke said. The BWC hopes to bring the festival back in 2014.

The BWC’s next reading circle is slated for today, Jan. 31, at the Belmar Public Library, 517 10th Ave., where
they will be discussing “Anna Karenina” by Leo Tolstoy.

They will also be holding a meeting at 12:30 p.m. on Feb. 1 and a card party at 11:30 a.m. on Feb. 8 at Brandl,
in the Belmar Plaza. An $8 donation for the card party will help the organization continue its work of charity in
the community.

Anyone interested in joining the BWC should attend one of the Friday meetings.
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