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Catholic Schools Week celebrated
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose High School [SRHS] and Grammar School
[SRGS] are hosting an array of events this week to celebrate
Catholic Schools Week.

Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of the quality,
faith-based education provided across the country. This year,
Catholic Schools Week will be held from Jan. 27 through Feb. 2
with the theme “Catholic Schools Raise the Standards.”

Bill Roberts, SRGS principal, said “Catholic Schools Week is an
opportunity for us to celebrate that we’re a Catholic school
and to make others aware of the benefits that Catholic schools
offer.”

He said the students look forward to the week, which brings
out a “sense of celebration” with several different activities
and, on some days, out of their uniform.

To celebrate the annual week, the high school and grammar
school each held various events throughout the week.

GRAMMAR SCHOOL

On Monday, students participated in a “fun, interactive”
assembly called “Human Board Game,” said Kristi Gorman,
SRGS Parent Teacher Association [PTA] member. The children
wore their gym clothes and engaged in friendly competition,
while acting as the playing pieces of a “family game night”

type of board game, she said.

“The Human Board Game” featured a lifesized game board with 16 squares, each
representing a different activity, Ms. Gorman said. The students were divided into
three teams, and one team rolls the dice and lands on an activity, in which all three
teams compete to win.

When asked why they chose to do this during Catholic Schools Week, Ms. Gorman said
“the Human Board Game is fun for kids while reinforcing Christian values of teamwork
and good sportsmanship.”

On Tuesday, students celebrated Catholic Schools Week with an assembly entitled
“Flags Unfurled,” presented by Gerry McCavera, of Pennsylvania. Students decked out in red, white and blue
participated in the school-wide assembly that promoted patriotism, good citizenship and appreciation for U.S.
heritage, Ms. Gorman said.

During the assembly, Mr. McCavera showed the students many different flags from all over the world, as well as
flags throughout the United States’ history.

“There is no such thing as an outdated American flag,” Mr. McCavera told the pre-k to second-graders during
their assembly.
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St. Rose Grammar School students took part in
an assembly, called “Flags Unfurled,” on
Tuesday. Gerry McCavera, of Pennsylvania,
showed the students different flags from all
around the world, as well as flags throughout
the United States’ history. The assembly was
part of the school’s Catholic Schools Week
activities. Catholic Schools Week is the annual
celebration of the quality, faith-based
education provided across the country, and is
held from Jan. 27-Feb. 2 this year. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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Mr. McCavera then spoke about the pledge of allegiance and how it is important because “it was written for
you.”

“At St. Rose we are honored to take part in Catholic Schools Week. The school has been an iconic fixture in the
region since 1921,” Ms. Gorman said on Tuesday. “Today, the children of St. Rose are celebrating the rich
history of their school, their country and their faith.”

On Wednesday, fifth- through eighth-grade students participated in the annual “Spelldown.”

First place and second place winners, seventh-grader Matthew Rosivack, 13, and fifth-grader Mary Kate
Cashman, 10, respectively, will each get a gift certificate to Barnes & Noble. The first place winner is also
proclaimed as the school’s Catholic Schools Week champion.

Today, Thursday, Jan. 31, is Jersey Strong day, where students wear their favorite team jersey over their school
uniform. Today is also student appreciation day, where the school’s PTA provided breakfast to all students.

Tomorrow the students will participate in the First Friday Mass, which is Mass on the first Friday of each month
for the students, as well as families and parishioners. Later in the day, the grammar school will have a pep rally
for the school.

Throughout the week, students were also encouraged to bring in canned items for St. Luke’s food pantry and
vote for their favorite Super Bowl team.

HIGH SCHOOL

To celebrate Catholic Schools Week in the high school, St. Rose also held several events throughout the week.

The week began on Saturday, Jan. 26, with registration for the class of 2017.

Monday was Faculty Appreciation Day, where the student council sponsored breakfast for the school’s faculty.

On Tuesday, students went to Mass, where Vocations Day presentations were made, and Emily DiMartini, 17,
was announced as this year’s valedictorian and Caitlin Mannion, 17, was announced as this year’s salutatorian.

Kevin Davis, assistant principal, said the Vocations Day presentation showed students what vocations were
available within the church. The female and male students were given separate presentations.

Wednesday was Student Appreciation Day, where students were able to dress down and the school’s PTA
provided a bagel and drink for students and faculty during lunch.

Throughout the week, students also wrote letters to Gov. Chris Christie, asking the state to restore funding
under the The Nonpublic School Technology Initiative Program. The initiative provides computers, educational
software, distance learning equipment and other technologies to nonpublic schools to improve learning in the
classroom, according to the state website on the initiative, www.nj.gov/education/techno/nptech.htm.

The initiative was eliminated a few years ago, and has since been partially brought back.

St. Rose students were encouraged to write letters to Gov. Christie’s office, asking to fully restore the
Nonpublic School Technology Initiative for the 2014 fiscal year.

When asked why the school chose to write the letters during this week, Mr. Davis said “We chose Catholic
Schools Week because this is an issue that is important to Catholic Schools all over NJ.”
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