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Fundraisers slated for annual St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in boro
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The much anticipated Belmar/Lake Como St.
Patrick’s Day Parade is just around the corner and the parade
committee is gearing up for it with several events over the
next month.

Chip Cavanagh, chairman of the parade, said while this year’s
parade will be “pretty much” the same as every year, there
will be a few different events this year to celebrate the
parade’s 40th anniversary.

This year the parade will honor the original committee that
started the parade in 1974, as well as all the grand marshals
and deputy marshals throughout the years.

This year’s grand marshal, Larry Walsh, of Howell, and the
deputy grand marshals, Jackie Cavanagh and Anne Aker, both
of Belmar, will be leading this year’s parade. They will be
installed at Mass at 10 a.m. on March 2, at St. Rose Church, in
Belmar, followed by a luncheon at Doolan’s Shore Club, in
Spring Lake Heights. Tickets for the luncheon are $30 and are
available at The Irish Centre, Third Avenue, Spring Lake, or by
calling 732 449-6650.

“It’s kind of amazing that we’ve had such a great run,” Mr.
Cavanagh said.

From now until the parade, the committee is hosting several fundraisers to help fund
the parade, which Mr. Cavanagh said costs about $50,000.

The fundraisers are from 2-6 p.m. on Feb. 10 at Connolly Station, in Belmar; 2-6 p.m.
on Feb. 17 at the Boat House, in Belmar and 2-6 p.m. on Feb. 24 at 507 Main, in
Belmar. Tickets are $10 to each event [including buffet] and can be purchased at the
door.

Two days prior to the parade, on March 1, the committee will be hosting An Evening
of Irish Culture at the Waterview Pavilion, located at 800 River Road in Belmar, to

honor the original committee, as well as all the grand marshals and deputy grand marshals.

“Without [the original committee] we wouldn’t have this parade,” Mr. Cavanagh said.

The evening will feature hors d’oeuvres, a four-course dinner and open bar. Entertainment will be provided by
Thomas Wesley Stern. Tickets are $65 in advance only through Feb. 22 [no sales at the door].

Tickets will be available via Pay Pal [link coming soon] or send check payable to Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s
Parade Committee, P.O. Box 331, Belmar, 07719.

For more information, contact irishcultureevent@gmail.com, call 732-280-2648 or visit the parade’s website,
www.belmarparade.com.
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Members of Belmar Elementary School’s band
were festively garbed as they marched down
Main Street during the Belmar/Lake Como St.
Patrick’s Day Parade last year. This year’s
parade on March 3 will mark the 40th annual
Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
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As for parade day itself, Mr. Cavanagh said he expects this year’s crowd will be a little larger than normal.

“I think people will be curious to see what’s going on down here after [Hurricane] Sandy,” he said.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade is slated for 12:30 p.m. on March 3.
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