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Parent: Belmar should help fund non-sports
programs
School will evaluate possibility of defraying the costs
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One resident spoke up at the board of education meeting on Jan. 24, asking board members to
consider using some resources for programs that are non-sports related.

Beryl Cusic’s daughter, seventh-grader Mikaela Peluzzo, 13, was accepted into the Monmouth County Arts
Middle School visual arts 1 program, which costs $890. The program, which starts today, Thursday, Jan. 31, will
take place each Thursday for 12 weeks in Atlantic Highlands.

Ms. Cusic said she believes Belmar Elementary, like other local schools, should help pay for such programs.

“My daughter’s very talented in art, and if she was a basketball player or a soccer player and had skill the
school would pay” for her uniform, equipment and transportation to and from games, she said.

Ms. Cusic continued, “The fact of the matter is we don’t do anything for kids who are not athletes. The ones
who are good in English. The ones who are good in art.”

And Ms. Cusic feels funding for programs that are not athletic-related should “step
up.”

Ms. Cusic said she also sent an email to the Belmar Arts Council about funding such
initiatives, but “I think it has to begin with us,” meaning the local board of education.

Schools have to “worry” about the “whole child,” not just the reading, math and
gym, she said, “but the arts, too.”

“The arts have suffered,” she said, and schools need to find a way to help fund
programs for children interested in the arts.

Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and director of curriculum, said after the meeting that David Hallman,
superintendent, and herself will be “evaluating the possibility of potentially defraying the cost of tuition.”

“The parent certainly made a valid point and it is something that we will research,” she said.
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