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‘The Shell Kids’ sell seashells at the Jersey
Shore to help rebuild
The Belmar Shell Kids
By Haley Behre

It’s a place where many learned to ride their bicycle, strolled
with their families and, for some, took their first steps. It’s a
place where thousands flock to each summer to enjoy time on
the beach and hang out with friends.

Belmar’s boardwalk is home to countless memories for many
people and, while the memories remain, the boardwalk of
which those memories were created on, was washed away by
Hurricane Sandy three months ago.

Since then, Belmar has begun constructing a new 1.3-mile
boardwalk so new memories can be created by future
residents and visitors who come to the Jersey Shore.

To allow residents and visitors alike to contribute to the
boardwalk rebuilding process, Belmar has created the Buy a
Board campaign, where people can donate money toward the
actual boards that make up the boardwalk.

One group of Belmar and Lake Como children, known as “The
Shell Kids,” started decorating shells to sell so they can

purchase the “Big Kahuna,” which is
the biggest board level in the campaign.

The Big Kahuna comes at a big cost — $5,000.

HURRICANE SANDY

On Oct. 29, Hurricane Sandy hit the Jersey Shore, with the brunt of it tearing through
during the night.

When residents woke up the next morning, they saw the devastation left behind.

Homes were flooded. Silver Lake and Lake Como became one with the ocean, extending way beyond their
normal confinements. There were mass power outages throughout the state. And, the beachfront was
decimated.

Dawn Lisko, of Belmar, said the day after the storm she and her family came back to Belmar after evacuating
and went right up to the boardwalk area. Ms. Lisko has three children, Lucinda, 10, and twins Gavin and Tyler,
both 8.

“It’s all they know. [They were] born and raised in Belmar,” Ms. Lisko said.

Seeing the beachfront in disrepair was “definitely traumatic for the kids.”

Hannah Doherty, 8, said seeing the boardwalk the day after the hurricane was “disturbing.” Hannah, the
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Belmar and Lake Como children, ranging from 5
to 10 years old, and their parents have been
decorating shells to sell to help the borough
rebuild. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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daughter of Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty, started the newly formed group, The Shell Kids.

“I really didn’t like it. I didn’t want to see it. I didn’t want to hear about it,” Hannah said of all of the
devastation.

Suzanne Anan, of Belmar, said she feels as if the hurricane “disrupted [her children] so much.”

She said after the storm, her younger son, Joseph, 6, needed to know where a family member was when he was
home in order to feel safe, something he did not need to know prior to the storm. Both of Ms. Anan’s children,
William, 9, and Joseph, are part of The Shell Kids. The hurricane destroyed the Anan’s family room, which also
acted as a playroom, and all of the children’s toys, which to a child is “very devastating,” she said, noting the
room has since been repaired. Ms. Anan said Joseph has “started getting better” now that the family room is
repaired.

In the days following the storm, residents, as well as people traveling from far and near, rallied together to
bring much needed items to the borough, as well as assist in the cleanup process.

As volunteers were cleaning up, the borough began the rebuilding process, making rebuilding the beachfront
for the upcoming summer a top priority.

In December, the borough awarded a $6.6 million contract to Epic Management Inc., of Piscataway, to construct
the boardwalk. Construction began earlier this month, with hundreds of residents gathering to witness the first
pile being driven into the ground, signaling the start of the rebuilding process.

“I really love the boardwalk and I’ve been growing up here for a long time and I really want it to be back to
normal,” Hannah said, noting she does not want the boardwalk to be “smashed.”

THE SHELL KIDS

To help rebuild the boardwalk, Hannah, with the help of her sister, Claire, 5, and friend, Madelyn McManus, 8,
of Belmar, began decorating a few shells to sell, with a goal of decorating 25 shells to get the $25 “Beach Bum”
board.

Little did Hannah know that her idea would soon transpire into a collective action of 17 children, with a goal of
raising $5,000.

Maggie Moran, wife of Mayor Doherty, said “It’s funny, we have all been so focused on homes, beaches,
boardwalks, etc. These kids have their own view of the devastation and want to help.”

She said the children saw people volunteer days and weeks after the storm, and from that they “carved out
their own role.”

“The Shell Kids” are comprised of Belmar Elementary fifth-grader Lucinda; third-graders Hannah, Madelyn,
Carly Torsiello, 8, Athena Komitas, 8, twins Sophia and Emma Rokoszak, 8, and William; second-graders Julia
Nicolay, 7, Ella Herbert, 8, Hannah Wilton, 7, Gavin and Tyler; first-graders Joseph, and Renee Herbert, 6; and
kindergarten students Hope Wilton, 5 and Claire.

Julia is the daughter of Belmar Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay and Hannah and Hope are the daughters of Lake
Como Councilman Brian Wilton.

Councilwoman Nicolay said “it is so amazing how one small idea of a single child who wanted to help Belmar
has grown into a huge project for a group of close friends who want to raise money for the Belmar boardwalk.”

WHAT PAINTING SHELLS MEANS TO THEM

“We wanted to help our beach and our community every since Hurricane Sandy,” Emma said.

Decorating shells to sell was a “good” way to do that, she added.
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For Emma, rebuilding the boardwalk is important because it is the “real feature” of Belmar.

The boardwalk is where “everyone reunites and you get to be with your family,” she said.

Fellow shell kid William agreed.

Without the boardwalk, there is “really no meaning to [Belmar] because Belmar to me is just about going to
the beach and having some fun,” William said.

Hannah said she has many memories of the boardwalk, from her sister, Claire, taking some of her first steps on
the boardwalk to learning how to cross the street to ice cream trips with her father, Mayor Doherty.

“I still have those memories, but we’re going to make different memories on this new boardwalk and this
boardwalk can probably stay for generations I hope,” she said.

Ms. Anan said she believes The Shell Kids project gives the children involved a “sense of empowerment that you
can do something positive and fix something that was broken in their lives.”

Ms. Anan continued, saying The Shell Kids initiative instilled a “sense of pride for their home town.”

Ms. Lisko also believes it is a “great idea” for the children to get more involved as it is teaching them a sense
of giving back.

“A lot of the shell pictures are a reflection of the beach and what it means to them,” she said, and those who
buy the shells will have a “souvenir, a little part of Belmar.”

As for the boardwalk itself, Ms. Lisko said “I can only expect it to be even better than it was prior to [Hurricane
Sandy].”

MAKING PROGRESS TOWARD THEIR GOAL

Each weekend for the past month or so, The Shell Kids have come together at the Belmar Arts Council building,
on River Road, or at someone’s house to paint shells and enjoy each others company, with the common goal of
raising $5,000 for the “Big Kahuna.”

“It's a long shot but I think we might actually make it,” Hannah said.

As of Tuesday, The Shell Kids have painted “well over” 250 shells and raised over $567 toward their goal,
according to Mrs. Moran.

The Buy a Board campaign altogether has received over $400,000 thus far. To contribute to the campaign,
please visit www.belmarboards.com.

“These kids coming together raising this money for the boardwalk is emblematic of what kind of a community
Belmar is,” Mrs. Moran said.

A BUSY SCHEDULE

The Shell Kids have been honored with the task of decorating shells for three upcoming events: the Belmar
Mayor’s Ball, Valentine’s Day and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

According to Mrs. Moran, the the Mayor’s Ball organizers ordered one shell for each guest. The ball is scheduled
for Feb. 9.

The Shell Kids will also be decorating shells for Valentine’s Day as people would like to give a shell as a present.

During the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, on March 3, patrons will see them walking around with red wagons full of
shells for sale.
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With so many people in town for the parade, Mrs. Moran said “that’s got to be the day where we really knock it
out of the park in terms of sales.”

To purchase a shell from The Shell Kids, visit www.belmarshellkids.com. The site should be active in the
upcoming days. The group welcomes other children in Lake Como and Belmar to join.
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