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Local wins first place in hometown video
contest
Money will help fund People to People
student ambassador trip to Europe this
summer
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — One 12-year-old Belmar resident recently won first
place in the People to People Ambassador Program’s
Hometown Video Contest for his video about Belmar and
restoring the Shore.

Devin Barry, 12, was recently nominated and chosen to attend
a People to People student ambassador trip to seven countries
in Europe for about three weeks this summer. The trip is from
July 14 to Aug. 2.

To help fund the trip, Devin entered People Ambassador
Program’s Hometown Video Contest to earn a $1,000 credit
toward his trip, which costs $7,500.

Last Tuesday, on Jan. 22, Devin received the news— he had
placed first in the competition for his Belmar Restore the
Shore video.

“I was excited because it was $1,000 less I have to fund raise,”
Devin said, noting he has raised about $3,000 thus far.

In order to win, each contestant had to create a 3- to
5-minute video, giving a guided tour of their hometown. In the
video, each contestant had to show what their town is known
for and popular places to visit. The 10 finalists’ videos were
posted to Facebook, where fans voted for their favorite video.

Although Devin said he was unsure at this time how many
votes his video received, he did say his video received over
400 views on YouTube.

His video showed how Belmar was affected by Hurricane Sandy
and how it has since begun rebuilding as “Home” by Phillip
Phillips played in the background.

The video opened with “This is the ocean— the heart of
Belmar that is, until Hurricane Sandy came on Monday

afternoon, Oct. 29 and swept most of
Belmar away.”

The video then showed the destruction that resulted from Hurricane Sandy.
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Devin Barry, 12, recently placed first in the
People to People Ambassador Program’s
Hometown Video Contest for his “Belmar
Restore the Shore” video, giving him $1,000 in
credit towards his People to People student
ambassador trip to Europe this summer. Photo
by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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“As the days followed, we saw the cranes come and destroy all of our deepest
memories of Belmar,” Devin said in the video.

The video ended with the popular activities in town during the summer months,
concluding with “so come visit Belmar, New Jersey— the strongest town on the Jersey
Shore.”

To view the video, please visit YouTube and search for “Belmar Restore the Shore.”

To donate to Devin’s trip, visit his Facebook page, Help Send 7th-grader Devin Barry to
Europe 2013.
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