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Boro expected to make zone changes near
beach
Would accommodate possible change
from governor for seasonal liquor-license
holders
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough was expected to hold a special
planning board and council meeting last night to discuss
amending zoning regulations to allow year-round liquor
licenses in the beachfront commercial zones in anticipation of
two requests the borough made to Gov. Chris Christie.

According to Mayor Matt Doherty, when Gov. Chris Christie
came to Belmar in early January to watch the first piling being
driven into the ground, signaling the start of the
reconstruction the boardwalk, the governor spoke with the
mayor, Brian Katz, owner of 10th Ave. Burrito, and Nick
Fuccilli, owner of La Dolce Vita, about allowing seasonal liquor
license operators to open sooner than usual, on March 1, with
the same end date.

“The governor was very supportive of the idea,” Mayor
Doherty said.

Currently, seasonal liquor license holders can sell liquor from
May 1 through Nov. 14 or from Nov. 15 through April 30.

The two restaurant owners “went further” and talked about
how they would like to convert their seasonal liquor license to
year-round ones— an idea Gov. Christie was also “supportive”
of, the mayor said, noting seasonal liquor licenses are
“outdated.”

Converting a seasonal liquor license to a year round ones can be done, but must be
done through the state legislature, said Zach Hosseini, New Jersey Alcohol Beverage
Control board spokesperson.

However, since there is a limit on the number of year-round liquor licenses allowed in
a municipality, the legislature would have to also address that issue, and make a
change “in some way” to accommodate the additional year-round licenses if the
municipality has already met their limit, Mr. Hosseini said. The number of year-round
liquor licenses allowed in a municipality is based on that area’s population, he said.

According to April Claudio, borough clerk, there are currently 11 year-round liquor
licenses in the borough, all of which are owned by someone. There were 12 year-round licenses, but the Elks
Lodge license does not exist anymore since that club has disbanded, she said.

Mr. Hosseini also said there are only nine seasonal liquor licenses in the state, all of which are in Monmouth
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The borough’s planning board and council were
each expected to hold a special meeting last
night to discuss amending the zoning ordinance
to allow year-round liquor licenses in the beach
front commercial zone. There are currently
three restaurants in town that have seasonal
liquor licenses— 10th Ave. Burrito, D’Jais Bar &
Grill and La Dolce Vita [above]. D’Jais Bar &
Grill and La Dolce Vita would be affected by
the amended zoning ordinance, since their
businesses are in the beach front commercial
zone. Photo by KRISTIANE OLSON, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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County, and that those types of liquor licenses are not made anymore.

Since the first discussion, Belmar has been working with the governor’s office to see how seasonal liquor license
operators can start selling liquor sooner, the mayor said.

Mr. Fuccilli said he is happy the borough is “taking a proactive step” in helping businesses.

Prior to the storm, La Dolce Vita was having a “great year,” but when the storm hit “all bets were off,” he said.

Now, Mr. Fuccilli said, it is “just a matter of keeping everyone’s head above water.”

Being able to serve liquor for a longer period of time could help his business, he said.

“It’s about trying to make payroll,” Mr. Fuccilli said.

“It’s not really a matter of profit anymore until everything gets back to normal, but it’s the difference of us
being there and not being there next year,” he said.

To prepare for the policy change the governor could pass, allowing seasonal liquor license operators to open
March 1, Belmar was expected to hold two special meetings last night to amend the zoning on Ocean Avenue to
accommodate the governor’s action.

Businesses on Ocean Avenue are currently in the beachfront commercial zone, which means owners are not
able to expand their businesses, Mayor Doherty said.

“Technically speaking, if they started serving [alcohol] March 1 as opposed to May 1, it would expand their
business operation,” the mayor said.

La Dolce Vita and D’Jais Bar & Grill both hold seasonal liquor licenses and are on Ocean Avenue, thus they
would not benefit from the governor’s action unless the zoning was amended, Mayor Doherty said.

10th Ave. Burrito, in Belmar Plaza, is the other restaurant with a seasonal liquor license, but that area’s zoning
would allow for the liquor license extension.

Those three businesses— 10th Ave. Burrito, La Dolce Vita and D’Jais Bar & Grill — are the only three in town
that have a seasonal liquor license.

The planning board meeting was expected to recommend zoning for beachfront commercial zones be amended,
and the council was then expected to vote on the first reading and introduction of the amended zoning
ordinance to allow year-round liquor licenses in the beachfront commercial zones.

“We’re looking to just be prepared for it,” Mayor Doherty said about the possible policy changes.

“No one promises anything and no one should, but we spoke with [the governor] and he was supportive of the
idea and we want to be prepared for him coming through on the favor we asked as opposed to him saying OK
and we aren’t even prepared,” he said.

The mayor also said the borough is not looking to increase the number of bars on Ocean Avenue. The only
places that would benefit from the change would be those that are already there, he said.

Sean Conner, deputy press secretary to the governor, said “the policy change is currently under consideration,
but no final decision has been made one way or another.”

As for the other request, converting seasonal liquor licenses to year round ones, Mr. Hosseini said that is an
issue that would have to be changed by the legislature.

Assemblyman Sean Kean [R-30] said he is not aware of any proposals that have been introduced on this matter,
although he has talked to several local business owners about converting seasonal liquor licenses to year round
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ones.

The assemblyman said it “takes time for legislation to get through, and then there is also legitimate issues with
respect to the proposal, which I think would be controversial in the legislature itself.”

The controversy, according to the assemblyman, would be allowing seasonal liquor licenses to convert to year
round ones when year-round liquor license holders also lost business as a result of Hurricane Sandy.

However, he said that does not mean “I don’t personally sympathize with the impacted businesses, and I
certainly do.”

But, “something that controversial won’t happen quickly and that’s what you need here,” Assemblyman Kean
said. The businesses need “immediate relief.”
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