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Poet, performer to visit Belmar Elementary
students
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Thanks to the Belmar Elementary School [BES] Parent Teacher Organization [PTO], students are in
store for a real treat as a poet will be visiting the school next week.

Allan Wolf, an author, poet and performer, will be visiting on Jan. 14 to act out poems written by him as well as
other authors. He will act the poems out using different voices, movements and characters.

According to Lisa Hannah, principal, Mr. Wolf visited the school last year after Brielle Superintendent Christine
Carlson had recommended him. The assembly last year was for seventh-graders.

It was “wildly successful,” so BES decided to bring him back again this year— this time for the entire student
body, Ms. Hannah said.

“[Allan Wolf] is a very contemporary type poet who uses humor and current topics students can relate to,” she
said.

By combining poetry and performance art, Mr. Wolf “hooks students into the art of
poetry, performing poems and then eventually writing,” Ms. Hannah said.

Ms. Hannah said through the assembly she hopes the students see that there is
“another medium of creative expression and communication and writing.”

Writing, Ms. Hannah said, starts with reading and making notes of life experiences,
which is why Mr. Wolf always keeps a notebook in his back pocket.

According to Ms. Hannah, the message Mr. Wolf provides through his assemblies is
about “entering into a relationship with himself and the world and understanding

we’re all works in progress and to get out there and get writing.”

Mr. Wolf will be visiting BES on Jan. 14, where he will be speaking at two assemblies— one for the older
children and one for the younger. There will be audience participation.

During the day, Mr. Wolf will also be visiting some classrooms to meet with small groups.

“That is where he will really start to talk to students about the writing of poetry,” Ms. Hannah said.
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