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Department fire chiefs sworn in for the new
year
Doug Brand, of Volunteer Hook & Ladder,
is this year’s fire chief
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The borough’s new fire chiefs were sworn into their
posts last week.

On New Year’s Day, the fire department, members of various
borough emergency service departments and family members
gathered at the Volunteer Hook & Ladder Fire House on 11th
Avenue to watch the borough’s new fire chiefs being sworn
into the positions.

Councilman Brian Magovern swore them in.

Each year, the fire department holds an election to elect the
department fire chief, first assistant fire chief and second
assistant fire chief. The election was held in November.

The fire chiefs will oversee the three fire companies in
Belmar: Volunteer Hook & Ladder, Union Fire Co., and
Goodwill Hose Fire Co.

This year, Douglas Brand, of Volunteer Hook & Ladder, was
elected as the department fire chief, George Burr, of Union
Fire Co., was elected as deputy fire chief, and Brad Child, of
Goodwill Hose Fire Co., was elected as second assistant fire

chief.

According to Mr. Brand, while the department holds an election annually, once a
firefighter gets in the line to be chief, they will basically work their way up the chain.

Each chief position is held by a different fire company, which guarantees a fire chief
from each department every three years, Mr. Brand said. Each position is for one year.

Mr. Brand said he is happy to be the department fire chief and looks forward to doing
as much as possible to reach out to the community.

This is Mr. Brand’s second time as department fire chief. He was the first assistant fire chief last year.
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On New Year’s Day, Councilman Brian Magovern
[right] swore in this year’s chiefs for the Belmar
Fire Department. This year’s chiefs are Brad
Child [from left], who is the 2nd Assistant
Chief, George Burr, who is deputy chief, and
Douglas Brand, who is fire chief. Photo courtesy
DOUG BRAND
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