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The end of an era in Belmar
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By Haley Behre

BELMAR — After more than 60 years in business, Freedman’s
Bakery on Main Street in the borough closed its doors for the
last time on Monday.

Freedman’s Bakery opened in June 1950, according to Herb
Freedman, owner and founder of Freedman’s Bakery, and has
served the local community ever since.

At one time, Freedman’s Bakery had 42 locations in Monmouth
and Ocean counties, according to Mark Freedman, owner of
the bakery and son of Herb.

The location in Belmar was the last operating site.

“I’m very sad and on the other hand a little happy,” the elder
Mr. Freedman said, noting he is 83 years old and ready to
retire.

Over the past 63 years, Mr. Freedman said he has met “good
customers, nice people who have supported us” through ups
and downs.

The closing of Freedman’s Bakery paves the way for a new
addition to the borough — a
microbrewery.

Once renovated, the Freedman’s Bakery building will be home to The East Coast Beer
Company, which manufactures and distributes a line of craft brews under the Beach
Haus label. East Coast Beer company is currently based in Point Pleasant Beach and
brews its beer in Rochester, N.Y.

East Coast Beer Company currently does not own a brewery, but does contract
brewing, which means the beer company rents brewery time and equipment.

In order to bring the brewing process to the Jersey Shore, and to own their own
brewery, East Coast Beer Company looked at several locations along the shore before finally selecting Belmar.

Freedman’s Bakery and MB1 Capital Partners have not closed on the property yet, but are expected to do so
soon. MB1 is a real estate investment company, based in Wall, that will be purchasing the bakery site, located
on the corner of Eighth Avenue and Main Street, and leasing it to the beer company.

The building is not only home to the bakery, but also to a barber shop and furniture painting store, both of
which have been vacated.

According to John Merklin, co-owner of the beer company, the closing date for the property is Feb. 5.

“We’re super excited and anxious,” he said.

Herb Freedman said, “I think that I’ve done a very, very good thing for the town of Belmar.”

Photos
 1 2

Freedman’s Bakery, on Main Street in Belmar,
closed its doors earlier this week. The building,
which was also home to Joel & Sherry’s Painting
Place and Pat’s Barber Shop, will be renovated
and turned into a microbrewery. Photo by RYAN
MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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Mayor Matt Doherty said “it’s the end of an era for one business and the beginning of an era for a new one in
Belmar.”

He also said “we look forward to the microbrewery coming to town. We think it will be a real draw particularly
outside the summer months and that should be a benefit to the retailers and restaurants in town.”

Bart Yarnold, a Belmar Chamber of Commerce member, said Freedman’s Bakery was an “institution” and
“anchor” and stood for tradition in town.

“I hate to see tradition get thrown out the window” as “generation after generation” have gone to the bakery,
he said, including his family, who have been in Belmar since the 1960s.

“It’s a sad occasion for me,” he said, noting he purchased and froze a lot of Freedman’s bread.

Herb Freedman said although he does not know if the company will move and start over in a new building, if
the family finds the “right location” they will consider it.

Some of the bakery’s products, such as the rye bread and kneip rolls, will be sold at Harvest House Bakery in
Farmingdale, Mark Freedman said. The bakery sold the rights to the recipe and the knowledge of how to make
the bread and rolls, he said, noting their employees will teach them how to make the popular rolls and bread.

“So that will live on,” Mark Freedman said.

“Thank you to all the customers, retail and wholesale, that stuck with us all these years,” he said.

Mr. Merklin said they hope to have the microbrewery up and running mid- to late-summer 2014.
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Mary Beth Clayton → Posted: Friday, Jan 10 at 06:58 AM

I know Freedmans has had a rough time of late, but I don't even know Belmar without it. We used to wake up to the
smell of fresh baked goods all the time. Then again my kids loved watching haulers deliver cars to Sea Coast and buy
Christmas trees on Main St. I am sorry to be at the age where everything changes before my eyes, but time moves on
with hopefully, positive changes. Thank you Herb Freeman!
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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