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Belmar Elementary to host collaborative
in-service day
On Martin Luther King Day with Avon, Spring Lake Heights schools
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — While students will be enjoying their day off on Martin Luther King Day, area teachers will be at
Belmar Elementary School [BES] participating in a collaborative in-service day.

The day began in January 2012 with the elementary schools of Avon, Belmar, Brielle and Spring Lake Heights,
and is being brought back for a second year. The collaborative in-service day was not held in 2013.

BES, Spring Lake Heights Elementary School and Avon Elementary School will be participating in this year’s
in-service day.

Lisa Hannah, BES principal, said the reason the collaborative in-service day is successful is because it is “driven
by the teachers.”

The teachers develop and present workshops they created relating to a given theme.

This year’s theme, according to Ms. Hannah, is commitment to personalized learning
environments, which, she said, has been BES’s theme of the year.

“Regardless of what the demographics are in school, we have to be continually
cognizant that” students have different needs, backgrounds, learning styles and
intelligence, Ms. Hannah said.

To teach from a “one size fits all model is outdated,” she said. “Educators need to be
really aware of the fact we need to transform our lessons to very experiential.”

According to Ms. Hannah, about 200 educators will be present at the in-service day,
all of whom get to register for two different available workshops.

The day will begin with Rich Kiker, a Google apps for education trainer, who will deliver the keynote address,
Ms. Hannah said. Mr. Kiker will also be presenting various workshops throughout the day related to Google apps.

In addition, Dr. Nora Hylands, of Rutgers University Graduate School of Education, will be presenting writer
workshops and Patty Reynolds will be holding a workshop on responsive classroom.

According to the responsive classroom website, www.responsiveclassroom.org, “the Responsive Classroom
premise is that the social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum because children learn best
through social interaction.”

There will also be 10 workshops that were created by teachers from the participating sending districts, Ms.
Hannah said. These workshops include Lets turn up the H.E.A.T. [Higher order thinking, Engaged learning,
Authentic connections, Technology integration], creating an organized classroom using Pinterest and
TeachersPayTeachers and using Google forms to personalize learning.

The in-service day will be held Jan. 20 at BES.
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